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The     Catholic  Confessional 

and 

The  Sacrament  of  Penance 

By  the  Rev.  Albert  McKeon,  S.  T.  L„  St.  Columban,  Ontario 
MY  DKAR  RKADER  : 

1.  This  eartli  is  not  our  true  home.  It  is  only  a  place  of  tiial,  a 
pliiee  of  probation.  And  yet,  upon  our  few  short  years  of  probation 
here  IhMow.  will  depend  a  hap|>y  or  miserable  eternity.  "  We  have  not 
here  a  lasting  eity,"  says  the  Bible,  '  but  seek  out  that  is  to  come." 
Henee  our  great  and  permanent  work  is  to  save  our  inunortal  souls  and 
thus  prepare  them  for  Heaven.  "  Seek  ye  Hist  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  His  .Justice,"  s.iys  t'hrist.  "For  what  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he 
gain  the  whole  worici  and  suffer  the  loss  of  his  soul  !•'" 

2.  The  necessity  of  penance,  which  signifies  internal  rejientanee  as 
well  as  external  wo»ks  uf  satisfaction,  is  frequently  pointed  outin  Holy 
Writ.  What  does  God  say  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Ezechiel  l--  "B<>  con- 
verted and  do  penance  for  all  your  inicpiities  :  "  and  what  does  (Jod 
say  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  Joel?  "Be  converted  to  me  with  .ill  your 
hearts,  in  fasting,  in  weeping  and  in  mourning  ;  '"  and  wliat  does  the 
(Jreat  Herald  of  the  Messiah  say  iu  his  2nd  chapter  of  .St.  Luke's  Gos- 
pel ?  "  Who  hath  shown  you  to  flee  Irom  the  wrath  to  come  ^  Therefore 
bring  forth  fvuits  worthy  of  penance  ;  "  and  what  does  Christ  say  in 
the  4th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew's  gosp«'l  ?  "Do  penance  for  the  King 
dom  of  (lod  is  at  hand  ;  "  and,  lastly,  what  does  ('hrist  say  \n  the  13th 
chapter  of  St.  Luke's  gos|>el  ?  "  I  say  unto  you  except  you  do  pen- 
ance yon  shall  all  perish." 

8.  In  the  face  of  these  wonla  of  Almighty  Gml  Himself,  some  |)eopIe 
are  foolish  enough  to  say  "  Oh  no.  Penance  is  not  necessary,  confes- 
s,it)n  is  not  ncccssviry  ;  The  IahiI  paid  ail  the  (Ubt.  I'll  niiupiy  tiu^t  iu 
the  Lord."  .\.j  well  might  they  jump  from  a  lofty  churcli  tower,  ex- 
claiming, •'  1  will  simply  trust  in  the  Lord."     That  kind  of  trust  is  an 
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insult  to  o<m].  It  I"!  not  .111  cviiU'iict' of  I'aitli  :  no.  it  is  an  cvicleiut'  of 
presumption.  :uul  "  prfsuniption   is  i\   fonlisli   <'X|M'ct)ttion   of  salvation 

without  taking  I Im' |""l"''' ""'""^  '"  •••j'"'"  •'•  T'"'  '""'  •*'  p**'»im<'»'. 
tJK'rt'fort'.  lias  (ioil  for  itsautlior  iintl  is  ahsolntrly  ui'rt'ssary  for  all,  who 
l»y  mortal  sin.  have  fortVittMl  then   right  to  llfaxcti. 

4.  And  surel.v.  it  we  ('onsider  the  infinite  perfei'tions  of  God,  His 
goodness.  His  mercv,  His  s  preine  dominion  over  us  as  our  Creator, 
onr  Redeemer  and  Judge.  HPd.  if  we  also  eonsiiler  (he  awful  malice  of 
mortal  sin,  the  many  insidt.^  we  have  ofTe;e«l  to  His  .Sovereign  M«,jesty, 
the  many  wounds  we  have  inHiefed  on  the  udorahle  he.ut  of  Jestis  by 
our  eountless  transgressions,  then  we  will  mosi  eagerly  and  gratefully 
have  recourse  to  the  Haerament  of  Penance,  which  is  the  most  elTect- 
iihI  means  of  disarming  the  just  iie  of  (iod,  the  most  effectual  means  of 
winning  hark  His  infinite  love,  and  the  most  edectiial  means  of  blotting 
out  frrmi  the  Book  of  lafe.  forever,  the  countless  sins  recorded  against 
lis, 

5.  True  enough,  the  power  of  absolving  from  sin  comes  from  (Jod 
alone.  It  is  a  [wiwer  wholly  divine,  not  hu-iian  :  hence,  the  |Kiwer  to 
foi-give  sins  can  be  exerrised  only  by  Almighty  (Joil  or  by  certfiin  per- 
sons to  whom  (iimI  has  delegated  this  power.  l-"orany  man  to  try  to 
absoiv-' from  sin.  without  having  received  from  (lod  the  divine  j)ower 
to  forgive  sin.  would  lie  iin  act  of  ilownright  blasphemy  Only  consider 
the  malice  of  mortal  sin.  It  is  a  grevioiis  ott'encc  against  (iod.  It  raises 
the  red  flag  of  rebellion  against  His  Sovereign  A u(  hority.  It  aims  a 
p«iisonetl  arrow  at  His  Divine  .M.ijesty.  It  minimizes  anil  ignores  the 
dependence  of  the  creature  upon  the  Creator.  It  destroys  the  snper- 
natiir.il  life  of  tlu'  soul  with  all  its  splendid  train  of  virfnes  and  gifts  of 
the  Holy  (Jhosi.     (Kom.  \M,  '£i  :  VIII,  lU     IH.) 

d.  From  the  moment  a  man  commits  a  mortal  sin  he  ceases  to  be 
a  friend  of  Gml  and  an  heir  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Forthwith  he 
Iwcouies  an  enemy  of  Go<l,  a  victim  of  His  .Iiistii-e.  "a  slave  of  Satan 
and  i.  confederate  of  hell.  He  turn.s  his  back  on  God,  and  .spurns 
Christ's  invitation  to  Hea>en.  Nay,  more,  he  rebels  against  his  Crea- 
tor, l>etrays  his  Divine  M-ister  and  proves  himself  a  monster  of  ingrat- 
itude. He  18  degraded  and  disinherited.  His  soul  is  no  longer  a 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  is  profaned  and  defiled  by  mortal  sin. 
Ah,  yes  !  by  niorUil  sin  the  soul  is  deprived  of  all  its  In-auty.  stripped 
of  all  its  dignity,  robbed  of  all  its  spiritual  treasures  and  reduced  to 
the  lowest  ebb  of  misery.    (Gal.  5  :  19—21  ;  Matt.  25  :  35.) 

7.     Without  God's  grace  we  can  do  absolutely  nothing  in  the  super- 
natural ouler.       Have   you  ever  wandered  out  to  the  fields  on  a  bright 
summer  morning  and  viewed  the  glorious  landscape   tinted  by  the 
countless  beauties  imparted  by  the  sunlight  'f     Withdraw  the  sunlight 
d  all  the  beauties  of  the  laudsca|)e  disappear.      80  feuo  all  thu  beautieit 
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kept  a   a«t  of  forty  d.ys  .similar  to  the  fast   of  Lent,      t'h.ist  "on,  1 
sionec  the  pastors  of  the  Catholic  Church  to  preach  penance   "For    C 

ihe  H.2  tW        •  .      ;   ••".""t'*"^\"''iKi"us  .•o.nn.unities  scattore.l  o'er 

".     <''>'!  <an  for^iv.- yon  your  «in.s  through   tl...   aeencv   of   o»I.m. 
because  (io.l  is  .,n.ni,H.tent.      Now   ...  .,,,.'^.    ,,.,  'S. "  ,:,  ,'  ^^     .T 

I  arson  Jones  .th-s  ont  :    -I  .l.mt  want  any  of  thos.  aKen.ie.  •   |    vill!^^^ 

to(,o.U[Mns..Ifforeve.,vrhi„,,"      M„r    ,-,•  ,;.,,         ts  an  aj.c v     ,^ 

eonu.mn.ls  ns  u,  „s..  it.  then,  we  are  iH.nn.l  in  .!ll.liene..  .iV:  o"  "! 
that  aKe.uy.  In  the  a.th  chapter  of  .S,.  .,o,.„-s  ko,s,h.|.  Chris,  I'y.Z 
he  pnests  of  the  Catholic    chnrch  :    •'  U'hosc    sL'  v  .n   '  lal        .  ^   e 

hM.st   says    to   His   priests  :    ••  UchoM  I  an,  with  yon  all  Hays  cvc    ,0 
he  end  of  the  world."  an.l  in    the   K.th   chapter  of'  .St.    I.nke's   Z.  1 

1<».     Hnt  Pa:  son  .Fones  cries  out  again:     -   I   despise   .ill    p,.i,.„H     1 
^.n  torguc  n.y  own  sins  I.y  ..onfessiuK  to  (Jod  alone  in  secret."     .„  s^- 
ng  this  th.,  pars,,,,  claims  he  .-an  f.-.-giv,.  ,,is  own  s,„s  hv  si,nplv  teh 
"K   son.ethn.K  wh.ch  (iod  knows  all  ready.    Now  (Jod  has  neU-  p 

ce  h  .    n'T'"",   :■'■  '"•'■''  ""  ""*  "♦■  l"*"'^'""!'"""  ''«  this.      Such  a   na.. 
B  h  1     Z'  *^;','""'-',  "•"  '"  ^'"^  -lo'tiines  of  ( -hnst  .ocor.led  in  (iodV   Holv 
B.bh^.     No  Catholic  Pope.  Uishop  or  pries,  ever  ,.la„ns    to   have    ,."  v. 

Lm T:.   r   7",  "■'"  "^"  '""•^'^'   ^'"'"«  ^"-'to,^.d.  who  Lows 
thenaheady.     Such  a.roKr..„ce  and  presumption  find   no    place  in    the 

.low,^  ohey  (iod  and  go  to  .■onfess.on  to  other  priests  instead  of  des 

sumJn!^  ""■'"'"''f'""  "»  P""er  "  :    First.   lH>cau..e  Catholic  p.-iests  as- 
b«n,e  no  ,K.wer  except  the  power  which  Christ  gives  then,  ;    secondh-. 
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tiH>.'aii<c' I'HiMitii  Jiiri"^  .'iiiii   o'lii'i'   |i,n'>.'iii-'   iirc.-iiiiiii!   tn    rxeicisf-   power 
wliich  Clirist  never  pi-oipisecl  t(i  any  mail,  vi/.  :      The    powei'  to  forgive 
their  own  wins  hy  telling  (uid  sdinething  that  (itiil  knows  already. 

II  tiad  h  IS  always  ifhnitteil  the  ministry  of  Mis  triend-.  on  partli. 
to  re.'oncije  His  pni-inies  lu  their  Divine  M  isler  In  the  2llh  ehapter  of 
the  Bij.ik  of  Jolt  (iod  refused  to  for^iv,-  Kliphiz,  tiie  Tiniiiiite.  nntii  Jolt 
interceded  for  him.  Now.  if  Kliphnz  had  .spurned  the  njinistry  of  .loh 
and  .laid,  "Nn,  1  will  not  alluvv  ,Joh  to  stAiid  between  tiod  and  mo  ;  I 
will  K>»  straight  t)  0.^d  Him-.elf,"  then,  (»>id  would  not  have  pardoned 
Eliphaz.  And  still,  nui.lcrn  heretics  continue  to  shout  "  no  con"  swi; 
no  intermediary  hetween  God  and  me." 

12.  In  the  4th  Bj.)k  of  Kin,,'.s  the  Bihlo  tells  us  that  God  cured 
Nairn  in,  the  C  >iii!n  mJer-ia-Chief  of  th'^  Syrian  ainiv.  not  hy  inter- 
vening directly,  bit  thvjujfl)  the  ministry  of  the  prophet  EMseus,  who 
conim.tnded  him  to  wash  .seven  tiine.s  in  the  River  .Jordan,  If  Naanian 
hid  ignored  the  prophet  and  go:ie  straight  to  God,  then  God  would 
never  have  cured  him.  * 

I'i.  The  lilind  man  <•  red  in  the  Uth  chaptej'  of  .St.  .lohn's  gospel,  if 
left  to  himself,  would  not  have  selected  salivated  (day,  but  (iod  always 
acts  in  His  own  way.  The  Itlind  man  was  iu>t  so  foolish  as  to  say  "'  no 
(day,  no  clay  for  me  :  I  will  go  straight  to  (Jod."  H.-id  he  said  this  (iod 
would  have  left  Ilim  in  his  blindness,  just  as  he  leaves  Parson  J(»nes  to- 
day. 

It.  When  the  ten  leper.- came  to  our  Lord  to  b;»  healed  (St.  Luke 
XVII,  12),  Christ  did  not  heal  them  himself.  No,  he  sent  them  to  the 
priests,  and,  Jis  they  went,  they  were  made  clean.  Thi.s  fad  couflrms 
the  t'athilic  contention  that  God  de.sir.'s  us  all  to  lie  cured  of  the  leprosy 
of  sin  through  the  instrumentality  of  priests  divintdy  appointed.  The 
ten  lepers  obeyed,  went  to  the  priests  and  were  cured.  We  should  do 
likewise.  The  poor  cripples  nt  Bethsaida,  waiting  for  their  turn  to  fol- 
low the  nngel  into  the  pond  of  h(dv  water  to  be  cured,  did  not  indulge 
in  mock  heroics  .and  exclaim  "  no  agency  for  me,  O'l  Lord,  you  must 
c:  :iie  and  cure  ins^  yourself  directly  :  I  won't  go  near  that  water." 

15.  When  .Saul  was  struck  blind  on  the  road  to  Damascus,  God 
sent  him  to  (Father)  Ananias  to  he  cured,  and  in  the  !)th  chapter  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  the  Bible  tells  us  that  scales  fell  from  his  eyes  and 
his  eyesight  w.is  restored.  Saul  did  not  say  "  No  Ananias  for  me.  I 
will  go  straight  to  Christ.  God  must  cure  me  himself.  I  will  not  (io  to 
any  priest. 

Itt.  But  the  proud  people  who  shout  "  No  priests,  no  .agency  of 
man  for  me  "  are  not  consistent  ;  if  they  were  they  should  stand  up  in 
their  meeting  house  and  .say  "hold  on  parson,  stop  that  epistle  of  Peter, 
apd  that  epistle  of  .Tames  and  th.at  cnistli'  of  .loh'A  :    I  want  to  h.ave  no- 
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fl•in^r..t,•.ll,u.|.,^^i,|,  |'.l..,...,..la,„.>.  ...    .I..|,„.     «  Inis,  nn.M  ........  t., 

"s  nii.l  t..||  MS  Mi.„s..|f  what  w..  I.av  I.,  I.m.h  ai..l   what    w,-  hav.-  t„  ,1... 

17.     Th.T.'f..!...  (i.Ml  a..ts  thlciijih  the  liiii.iMlv  ..|-  iiii'ii    .1,  .Mith   ,111.1 

"'  "'■  '""•^'  ' >   «•'"'•      11    'X  >i"t  I'T  II-     imi.'.s  t..  'li.lal..  th.-  t.-.i.,>  <.t 

r.M'..m-.hal,oi,.     (;,-,l  ,.'.s..,-v..N  .hat   ii;,'ht   t..  Hi.„s,.||-.     H,.   ^mv   n>   flu> 
.1......I..KH,.  ihnai-h  th.-  ii.ii.i.,ti-.v  ..f   .M. .>.■>.  ai„|  ,i,,v,  h.-  Kiv.'>  al.v..hiti.)n 

thr.>ii;4h  lh(  iiiinJNtiv  of  his  pii.-.  ts. 

IH.  Our  next  .iiKumciit  for  lh.-  .Sa.iaini'nt  <.f  P.-nan..-  is  hase,! 
upon  thflSlh,  IWha.ifl  aith  v...s,.s  .,t  th.-  .".th  .hapt.-r  .,f  th.-  I'n.l  Kn- 
•stleof  ^St.  Paul  to  th.-  (•..liiitjiians.  !„  th.- |.S|h  v.-.s...  th.- Hil.l..  <ays  • 
•''iod  hath  iecon.il.Ml  us  to  hi.ns.-lf  thiouyh  Christ."  This  .loot rin.-. 
like..v,.r.v  ,jth..r  dctrin.-  of  the  N.-w  Tesfanunt,  is  in.  nl.at.-.l  in  the 
(  .ith..h.-  (  liMi.h.  On  the  .ro.ss  Christ  oaineil  the  |.ri<e  ..f  our  r.-.l.-nip- 
tioil  :  in  the  .•onf.-ssional  that  pn.,-  is  appli.-.l  in  pavi.i^-^  ..IT  lh.-  deht  of 
our  iinniort.'il  souls. 

111.     Tru..  ......usrh.  the   pow.-r  ..f    foi-ivinw   sins   .-.. s   lr..n.   (i.-.l 

'"'>«"••       Mm.    in    the   (hst    pl.......  (i„.l   ,..,ul.l  .l..|..^atell.al  p.-w.-r  t..  I  he 

|.ll.-sls.,|    His  Ch.n-,l,lM..anse  II..  IS  0,„„i, „.,.,,„   :   i,    ,|...    s....,, ja,-... 

<.o.lsh„ui,|,h.h.oalelhat   |..mer,  o| !...,.«  is.-  i,    „ 1   |,„    hnp.,ssihle   t,. 

......y   the   .■.,n„„an.l    „f   ih.-   Oj.riM.    ,.|.,hu   a*)    ••  l--...-iv..   sins,    as    tli.- 

hatiH-rhalhs.  :,t    n..-,  s.,  als.,  I  s.-n.l  y.-n."     •T.-a.l,    all    nali,...s.      Mall. 
2H  :  1!»  :  an.I  lastly.  Christ  .li.l  .l.-l.-j^al,-  that  pow.-r  to  th.-  pii...ts  ..f    Mi. 
(  h.u,  .1  as  the  Bil.!..  t.-lls  us.  What  .l..es  Ciirist  sav  to  the  p.i.-sts  .,f   His 
Chui.hin  the  lSth.hapter..fKt.  .Matth.-ws  ^t.,sp,-l  y  -  \Vhats,„.v,.r  v.... 

shall  lose,.,,  earth  it  shall  I.e  l,.os.-,|  als..  ii,  Heav,-.,."  An.I  what  ,i..es 
(lirist  .say  in  th.-  L'nth  .-liapter  ,.f  .St.  .lohn's  ^.-sp.-i  v  .-  Whose  sins  v..u 
shall  l..,.ir,v,.  th.-y  an-  torniven  tluM..."  .Vn.l  what  .h,..s  Ch.ist  sav  to  the 
piu-sts  ,.f  H,s  ChuK-h  in  th-.  28th  .hapter  ..f  .St.  Matt h.-ws  Kospel  :> 
"  Behold  I  am  with  yo,i   all  days  even  to  the  end  of  'he  worlrl." 

a).     HuttheNewT.-.stani.'nt    writ.-r.  St.    Paul.    th,-s   ,.  .ntinues  his 
lineof  artiu.nent  :  ■'  ..\nd  H.-,  (Chi-ist).  hath  pla.-.-.l    in   us   th.      ..inistry 
ot  reconciliation."    Knowing   the   wravily   of   th.-   st.ite.nen.       hi.-l.  He 
made,  the  inspi,..-,!  writ.-,-.  .St.    Paul,  ..niphasi/.-s   the   wond.-i   ,il    p.,wer 
of  the  Catholic  p.iestl,..od  l.y  sayinir  :   -  W.-.  .the  pri.-sts  of  the  Chmrh, 
ar..  therefore  aii,l.assa.Ior.s   for  Christ,    (io.l,   as   is   it    wer.-,   ..xli..itinK 
through   us."      Now    I.t   any    sane   man    put   these   inspir.-.l   wor.ls   of 
-St.  laul   s,de  l.y  s,.l,.  with    the  words   of   Christ    i.-.-or,l,,l    i„   th.-   mh 
chapter  of  .St.  .I..!.i,\s  gosp.-l,  and  what  ..th.-r  ......lusi.,,,  .-an  he  .-o,,..-  to 

than  that  Christ  has  .-stal.lish.-d  a  ministry  in  th.-  C.ttholi.-  Church,  to 
which  He  has  intrust.-d  th..  p.-w.-r  ..f  r......niiliii,ur  .si„ii.-rs  t..  (i.wl. 

21.  But  here  .-..i„,.s  an  important  .pi.-stion  :  H..w  is  this  reconcili- 
ati.m  to  he  made  ?  Is  Christ  to  .-..me  a,-o„n.I  to  .-ach  sinner  and  sav  to 
iilin  :    "  M"..    vom    mi.s  are   l<.rKiv<-ii.  "   <.r  -  .Madam,  your  si,is  ar.- for. 
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gl"'«'n,"  III' in  the  Divilli' power  til  hr'  i|c|e)i(;ileil  In  .'il  lit-is  :-  The  lliliU> 
anHwei'H  tliis  iiii|Mirtaiil  i|iieMtiiiii  ciu'i-et-tly  wlien  it  ileclares  tlial  ChrUt 
iIc'leff'iteH  tliiM  |Mi\ver  ti)  the  jii-iesth  of  the  ('athnhc  Chiii'i-h.  Hence, 
St.  PhiiI  ronehides  his  iii^pireil  ai'^iiiiieiit  in  "iiul  Curinthians,  ."ith 
chapter  and  iSltli  vei'i»e  liy  sayiii;<  :  "  Knr  rhiist  therefiiri-  we  are  aiii- 
haxsadiii'M.  (Jod.  as  it  were,  exhorting  hy  lis."  "  Km-  Chi-ist  we  heseooh 
yfui  to  he  reemiciU'd  t<»  (■  1."  N'nw  it  is  t'viih-iil  t'l'nn  lliese  inspired 
winds  that  Christ  .ippuiiited  the  priests  (if  His  Cinnili  to  h"  His  ain- 
ha^Hrtdoi-M  endowed  with  siipernatnivil  power  to  reeont'ile  sinneis  to 
ftiKl,  and  this  wonderful  reronriliation  is  aeeoinplished  liy  a  worthy  re- 
ception of  the  Sacraiiient  of  I'enance. 

22.  "  Who  can  forgive  sins  hut  only  God  ;•■  Why  loes  this  man 
speak  thus?  "  These ipiest ions  were  first  propoiiniled  hy  he  Scrilu's  and 
Pharisees  more  than  l.SIK)  ^-rars  a^o  :  these  same  ipiestions  were  pro- 
)ionnded  again  in  the  Kith  ceiitmy,  aiid  they  have  I n  echoed  and  re- 
echoed every  day  throiiu'h  the  ages  since.  In  the  •ind  chapter  of  Sf.- 
Mark's  gospel,  a  poor,  ild,  palsied  man  was  lirotighl  to  our  .Saviour  to 
lie  cured,  and  liefore  our  Saviour  cured  him  He  aliso!ve(l  him  from  his 
sins,  and  said  :  "  Son.  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee."  The  Scrilies  and 
Pliarisees  were  schocked,  and  holding  up  tin  ir  hands  in  mock  heroic.> 
they  cried  out:  "He  lilasphe:netli  !  Who  can  furtive  sins  liut  (lod 
enly  ■?"  Then  Christ,  the  Ktern.'il  Priest,  said  to  them:  •' Tliat  you 
may  know  that  the  Son  of  -Man  hath  power  oi,  earth  to  forgive  sjns.  I 
say  to  thee,  ar'se."  Then  Christ  liy  a  mii-.-ich-  cured  the  man  sick  with 
the  palsy.  Therefore  in  the  2Md  chapter  of  St.  Mark's  gosp'.-l,  Christ 
proved  that  not  only  the  .Son  of  (iimI,  hut  the  Son  of  .Man,  llie  ,"miii  of 
Mary  hath  power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins.  Now.  that  same  Son  of  .Man, 
Jesus  Christ,  says  to  the  pastors  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  2l>th 
chapter  of  .St.  .lohn's  gospel  :  '•  Whose  sins  you  shall  forgive,  they  are 
forgiven  them  :  iis  the  Father  hath  sent  me  1  iilso  send  you,"  that  is  I, 
.Fesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  .Man.  now  give  you  pri.'sts  the  same  power  to 
forgive  sins  that  the  Kternal  F^ither  h.-ts  given  me.  Hence,  the  I'dile 
tells  us  that  St.  J'aiil  ahsolved  from  sin  in  the  person  of  Christ.  (II  Cor. 
2:  10.) 

2S.  .\nd  yet,  ii.  the  face  of  all  the  .Scriptur.d  evidence,  I'arson 
.Tunes  asserts  th  .t  God  never  conferred  upon  mm  the  power  to  for- 
give sins.  IJutOod  Himself  says  that  He  did.  What  did  (Jod  inspire 
St.  Peter  to  say  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  the  .Vets  of  the  .\p<istles  •'  "  Do 
penance  and  he  haptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  iianu'  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  remission  of  sins."  Here,  then,  is  the  Catholic  argument  in 
form  :  In  the  2nd  chapter  of  the  Acts  the  BiNe  tells  us  that  that  Bap- 
t ism  forgives  sin.  Now,  in  the  28th  chapter  of  .St.  .Matthew's  (iospel 
the  Bihle  tells  ns  that  Christ  gives  His  priests  power  to  haptize  all  days 
even   unto  the  end  of  the    world.    Therefore.  Christ  gives  his  priests 
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|'l.«|.lt..f.l|,riv,.  Hi„s,,||    ,|av. 


liKri 


•veil  until  tllfcilil    of    III 


'«'>||(1.        h:|||. 


.M.I  ran  IM-   ,,.,...iv..,l   n„|y   „„.,,      ••  o,„.    |,„,|.  ..,„.   ,•„(,„.  „„..   iMI.tisnV  • 

say... ...|..|..i„  ,.:,,,... ,.  ,„...|.,.,...-.- .-.,1.  v..„...      I,.,.,U,         ;, 

.•i>iiimitl.-<l  ,.n..|  l.;.|>ti  i„.  **  *"ii  M.j.r  ,.r.- 

:i«.     X..  C.ll.-.li.-   ,„iesl   will  .^vvr  IHI  y.M,  ih.i  „i. .  man  s  .i„.  „,,. 
...•K.v.-n   .y  .„nl..ss...M  ..l,.n...  Ih.,„.,s,.  «,nf,.ssi.,„  is  „nlv  „n..  nf  tl...  six 

Kra...  an,l    ,...n,  .....h  ...  Heav.M,.     Six  ..Hs-nria!  H.n,.n.s  a.v  .vfpn.l! 
nHn...|.v:  (),.|,„;,i,n.,.   .ii.Hs.li.ri..,,   an.l  al.sol„|i„n  f.„.   ||„.   pH...,     .,,,,; 

•■"""""'"•  ' '■'-''""  •"""  -.'.isla.-.i..n  ........m-nient  .-...•  tl...  ,,..„it.'.n.. 

2.-..     Tl...  |...hii.-n. I  in.ly  ,.„nf.„  all  his  M...ilal  sins  a.s  w,.||  as 

■'*''•'""•'■ ",!...,  il,..„.  all...-  a    stn,.,    ..xa..,in...  i..n   ..f  f...ns..i,.„f...  ■    i„. 

m.,s,  .„.  ,sin.......|>   .....v  I-..,,  all  his  si,,,.  („,^w,  ,„. .,  ^„„,     ,.,  ' 

..a,.,..„.l  h,s  ways.     ||..  ,.,„s.  ,..,,.„..  I„s  ill-K.,,,.,,  ^,„„u  an.!  pay  his 

"•'V,'"'""^"'"'" •  "•' ^"' •' J'"'- .M,...,!;;!;.,.: 

"'"•"' •  '" ^^''■"-  •""'  '"■  '""-     'I-  MNil  tl,.. ...lia...  an.l  .....v 

""•■'";  '"■'•■'.-'""  "'.'■  ^-'"'^  '""^  ^i".     'I"' ,'l.  11...  |..i..s.  .„.  vali.lly  .,nla,n...| 

...ay  hav..  j„ns.|...,,.„,  (, ,,,..  HisI,..,..  ,,,,.1  ,.,ay  |,..|.l  „,,  |.is  l.an.U  an.l 

K.v..al.s..h,t,..„.  M   ...||  v.M.n.al    ,h, ,i..,.  is  „.„   ,a.i(|,.l  i„    ,1" 

yen  ,.nl..ss  th-  si ,•  is  s.„-,y  |„,   his  sins  an.l  s.H.y  t.,..,  f,,.,„  a  sn.w.',. 

nal.nal  n,.,.iv.-.  whi.h  „i.,y  l«.  .  i(h..,  I  h.    |..v..  „((.;„|.  ,,„.  tVa,-  ..C  }],.]]' 

u'll'n  '7.V"    ''':'^*'"-       '?^:''V    i""-lliK..n.   Ca.l •    ,.,„|.,s,, ,   ,-,„i 

«HI  (hat  .h..|..,K,v.^n..ss.,|  s,n  ,„.Mn.sth,. y..,las.,ng  ,„,nish„,..n. 

uifiely  hi.lt    II  ..1  ....u.eaU'.l.  •  ^ 

3).  S„,,p„s,.a  |,ei>,.„  ,an„.,t  kh  .■.,nte.si..n  :  in  such  a  .-ase.  p.-,- 
foetc..nlnt...n.  „„l„.l,nKa  .l.-sho  to  W  ahsoUed.  will  suffice  Go.J 
neye,.  (....nn.an.ls  ns  to  ,lo  t hat  whi.h  is  i,np.,ssihl...  Perfect  contrition 
has  phte..  wlien  th.-  s.,„l  s„,t.,w.s  for  its  nhx  f,..,n,  a  nu.tiye.  whose  essPnce 
..s  th..  p,.,...  I„y..  „f  (;.,.!  al..ne.  Thi.  .lesi,•.^  when  ....nple.!  with  a  desi.e 
to  „„,ke  a  K"'..l  .  <.nfVssi.,„  tea  priest  an.!  th..,ehy  he  lecon.-ih.d  t.. 
(....I  heKets(,.ulsl.,ye.  Gocl's  h.ve  is  ^na.- aruU'.a.e  vyorks  o„t  .„„• 
saly.U,„n  (K.e.h.  :«-12  :  .Foh,,  H-21,.  (i,..l  ..eye,-  tV.,.sakes  the  ^inn.!,' 
.inl..ssattert,..n  f..,' sin  h.-...,n,es  s..  .....t   .1  in   the  .s.,„|  as  t..  yerge  niKin 

final  ....penitence.     In  in.pe.fect  cnliit „.  att.ition  th.-  nu.tiye  n.ay 

be  the  tear  ot  inissinK  Heayen  or  the  fear  of  Koinj;  to  Hell.  Now,  eyen 
one  of  th.'se  n.otiyes.  when  sanctiHe.l  un.l  pe.fe.^te.l  hy  priestly  Hhsolnt- 
.01,  ,s  siithcient  to  lecon.ile  th.;  sinner  t..  (i.d.  yet  sorrow  fo-  sin 
IS  necessary  in  every  sacramental  confessi.jn. 

27.     But  what  .Iocs  Ihrist  say  to  the  JVpe  „t   Ito,„e    in    Ihe   l«th 
chapter  of  St,  Matthew-.  Ou^pcl :-  •'  1  .say  to  thee  :  ti.uu  ai.    Peter,  and 


hi 
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ii|Hiii  tlii<<  riii'W  I  Will  liiiilit  my  rlnnrli.  iiixl  tin'  «'>*•"•  '<(  Ht'll  slmll  iinl 
prcviiil  iiK.iiii^l  ll.  Ami  1  u  ill  kIvc  to  tlifi- Ihf  krys  III' tlic  Kiii^ilniii  of 
lii'ttvii.  Miiti  wliiilsiM'M'r  tliiiii  chilli  liiiiil  nil  fiiilh  it  MliiiM  lif  Imhii'iI  uImi 
ill  llciiM-ii  :  mill  u  liiitMii'ViM'  titiiii  slmll  Ihhm-  un  I'aitli  ll  hIihII  Ih*  looKfil 

illsii  ill  Iti'.'iM'll."  Ill  llir  ISIIi  i'||^i|ilr|' iif  St.  M;i||||i'\v'.s  (hih|m-I,  CIlliMt 
|il'iitlli><'il  'III'  |i<i\\i'l   of  "  liiiiiliii^  "  Dlltl    '    loo-.ill^  "  111   ;lll    till-   |MHlor>   of 

His  rliiirt'li, 

lN.  ( )n  I  ll"  I'Vi- of  Ills  ilcjiii'l  nil- fill'  ii  f.ii'-otT  I'iMiiil  ry,  ,1  mtMl  kilitf 
liiiiiils  you  till-  krys  of  liis  |i;ilaii'  .iinl  ^i^t's  you  to  iiiiiliTst.iiiil  lliat  li»'  is 
I'onfi-ri'iiiK  ii|Miii  you  an  rxl  laorilinaiy  iniviii'^i'.  What  tvoiilil  you 
s^y,  if,  upon  pni|uiiy,  you  'lisrovrii'il  thai  llic  kiiijr  liail  nivi'n  siiiiiliir 
ki'ys  to  fvcry  olln'i'  iiiaii  I'liii^;?  Now  ilo  ymi  ima^iiii-  I'lat  when 
Clilist,  tll>'(H')-al  KiliK.  ^a\i'  tin-  |iastol's  of  tlii'  Catliolir  Clrlilrli  tin- 
powi'i-  o  liiiiil  anil  loiisi'.  that  lli'  tfavi- tin' saiiii' powrr  to  .-vi'ry  otlirr 
niiui  on  I'urtli  'f  How  roulil  i'liiisl's  apo>t  li>s  liiiul  sin  hits  if  He  also  K-ivf 
till-  ~ mil'  siniii'i's  powrr  lo  liinil  His  iipo>tli's  ?  H.ti-s  not  tin- ini-taplior 
of  till-  keys  imply  tin-  ronriii  rt'iici-  anil  consfht  of  Ilic  key  lii  Mri-s  in 
oi-i|i-r  to  ^aiii  atliiiissioii  into  Ht-aviM,  wliosi-  ^iiti-  is  cIosimI  apiiiiwt 
I'Vi-rytliiiiK  ili'llli'd.  as  wi-  aii-  told  in  tlii'27tli  vi-rsi-  of  tin-  21st  rhaptff 
of  till-  last  liook  ill  the  liilile. 

•Jl.  Ami  of  wliat  avail  woiilil  ki-ys  lii-  for  a  lioiisi'  that  hail  n.-ithiT 
liolisiiiii'  liii'ks  1'  and  how  roiild  Chiisi's  apostli-s  liind  sinm-rs  that  had 
full  powi'i's  to  loiisf  tlii'ir  lionils  '.  Did  not  <'hrist  >;ivf  tlir  keys  of  Hca- 
vi'ii  to  Pi'tt'l'.  the  Popi'  of  Uoliir.  ami  to  no  otiii'f  hishop  i-xccpt  IVti-r's 
lawful  suiM-fssors ?  Hut  of  what  iisi-  woiiid  tin-  keys  of  Hcavi'ii  Im-  to  thi' 
I'opf  if  all  the  tiiMsiUfs  of  Him  t-li  W'-ii- lo  In-  krpt  widi-  opt-u  to  .'II 
I'onuTs,  Kood  and  had  ?  Would  any  wist'  man,  to  say  nofhin;;  of  Christ, 
till*  (iood  Man.  k'^'"  '''•■*  viri'^fiTcnt  a  hum-h  of  ki'vs  to  open  a  Irea-sm-f 
or  palai't-  that  hail  iicithfr  lorks  nor  doors  lo  excludf  any  |n'i'sori,  wor- 
thy or  un  worthy  V  Is  not  Christ  tilt'  author  of  Haptisni,  Continuation 
Fliifharist.  Ponanri',  Kxtri'ini'  diction  and  othi'i- spiritual  tri'isi'.ws  of 
His  Kin^ilom.  whirh  Ht>  ri'ffrs  to  as  pn-cious  Pt'arls  y  .Vnd  did  no* 
Christ,  in  .Matthew,  Xth  chapter,  forhid  the  priests  of  Jlis  ehurcli  ■  to 
cast  their  sacraiiient.al  pearls  hefore  swine  y  Did  not  Ciirist  appoint 
.jud,:;ps  and  pastors  to  decide  what  people  are  worthy  to  receive  tlie.se 
sacriiniental  treasures';'  Does  not  St.  Paul,  in  his  First  Corinthians  (  11 
—  Si  vt-arn  evei-y  sinner  to  "pi'DVe"  himself  'f  Now,  how  can  the  sinner 
prove  himself  without  confessing;  in  .secret  to  the  priests  of  the 
Chun  !i,  to  whom  Christ  said  •'  Whatsoever  you  sluiU  hind  upon  earth 
it  --hall  he  lioiind  in  Heaven  :  :iiid  wli.itsoever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth 
it  shall  1)1'  loosed  also  in   Heaven  'f" 

•  yi.  Tlirrcfmc.  (•\i'iy  aduli  ;.;ui!(y  of -i('\  iou:.  sin  i^  n'i|ui!iil  liv  tin- 
law  of  (J"  I  lo  have  recourse  lo  that  churihinv-  'eil  with  the  |)ower  of 
Itiudin  J  (ji- loosi'iu;  in  Older  to  he  reconciled  to  Uod,   and  thus  gain   eii- 


^■'U  0^"-\^   - 
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tli«'  Hiblf  Hiyw  :  "  Ih  Hh'i-o  any  lu.in  si.k  iitiitMi^  ymi  •  l<«'t  liim  In  iii^ 
in  the  |ui<-.t'«  of  the  Clntich,  ami  lei  tlitin  pi.ty  .iv>  r  liini.  lUKiiiitinK 
liiiii  with  nil  ill  Ihf  naiiuMif  tin*  b.id."  Ami  in  lli.  Kllli  v.im.  ihf  liihl,. 
»ityi«  :  ••  C.uifi'tH  th<Tt>ri>r«>  yom-  winx  (»in'  to  iiiiotluT."  Ilnii  Im  conft'SM  to 
the  |iii«>sts  who  wfic  by  this  i  niniiiiinil  of  (omI  oiiIi-iivI  to  lie  lii-oiiKht 
ill.  Now.  if  all  uwn  linl  t>,|i|jil  |)ow»>i i,  why  wni<'  [mviHH  oi-»lt'ic.l  to  bf 
hiouKlit  ill  lo  |>r.'pfii  "K'Mic'k  for  death  :-  Hut  I'iU-son  Joii.-.H  l.y  mriiii^ 
of  ai|iiilililt>,  infeit*  fi'oiii  the  phiaxf  ■  one  to  unothet  '  that  lie  is  jiisti- 
fleil  ill  fonfes..  in«  his  sinw  to  iiiiv  lay  |M'iw.|i.  nmn  or  wonuin.  This  ii 
nhsiiril.  .Sacramental  eoiifessioii  WHS  iiist-ttiteil  hy  our  B'e-isi.l  Lord, 
not  for  the  heiu'lU  of  lunatic n  who  me  inoapahU-  of  sin,  liitt  lor  the  Im>ii- 
ent  of  (H'ople  who  Hi-e  of  itound  ininil.  Now  ewry  in.in  of  soiiml  niimi 
knows  th.it  it  is  h.'tler  to  confess  his  sins  to  one  v.lio  has  reeelveil 
power  from  Ciiriit  to  furtive  sins,  than  to  confess  to  one  who  has  re- 
ceivetl  no  potver  from  Christ    to   forKive   sins.       Therefore,  the   phr.ise 

'Coiifessj rsiiis  oue  toiinother,' is    never   niisuuderHtooil  liy    honest 

|N>opU  of  sound  mind. 

43.  The  e/irly  Christiui.  who  hid  heen  taii^hl  and  instructed 
hy  our  Saviour  before  Jle  ii  «eiid' d  into  Heaven,  cinii' confessin,' .in  I 
doclariiiK  their  dej-ils.  as  we  are  tohl  in  the  llltli  chapter  of  the  A-t^  ol 
tlie  Aim  (Sties.  Now,  the  Ciilluilie  |iries>  is  not  i  ly  a  ni.iii,  but  he  is 
niHO  an  anibiissiulof  of  Chri-t  like  the  Apostl.s.  and.  like  the  .Ap.Mile-;. 
he  has  power  to  hear  coiifi-., ions  and  to  forgive  sins.  It  is  fre<|iiciitlv 
naid  by  our  enemies,  "oh!  coiifession  is  the  invention  of  some  Cat  h., lie 
priest  a  long  time  UKO."  This  st  ifement  is  correct.  Hut  who  w.ts  tlie 
Catholic  priest  ?  In  the  ."itli  chapter  of  Hebrews,  the  Hiblv  tells  us  ih.it 
Christ  "IH  rt  priest  for  evei-  according  to  the  order  of  .Melchisidech,"  and 
in  the  20tli  chapter  of  .St.  .lohns  (Jospel,  the  Bible  tells  u»  that  Christ, 
the  Hrst  Catholic  priest,  instituted  the  sacrament  of  penance,  of  which 
nurieular  eunfe.s.sion  is  an  esiwntial  element. 

4t.  In  the  little  narrow  box  of  the  confessional,  that  you  may  see 
in  any  Cath<dic  temple,  the  priest  works  on,  v  ek  after  week,  month 
lifter  month,  and  year  after  ye.if,  until  tiniv!  biings  him  to  the  brink 
of  the  Kiave.  There  he  toils  on  from  sunrise  till  noon,  from  sunset  till 
inidnight.  and  yet,  should  the  priest  wilfully  give  a  wcoiik  .advice  to  a 
penitent,  or  a  wron;.<  solution  to  a  case  of  conscience,  that  priest  know- 
full  well  that  he  shall  h  ivo  to  answer  for  his  error  of  judxi-./nt  when 
he  stands  before  the  ((reat  white  throne  of  (Jod.  The  hardest  work 
that  a  priest  has  to  perform  is  the  work  which  Christ  has  mapped  out 
for  hiui  in  the  Catholic  confessional. 

45.  But  Parson  Jones  is  greatly  worried  about  "the  inHiience 
that  priests  are  supposed  to  exert  by  the  confessional."  In  reply,  let 
me  say  that  every  iH'iiiteiit  i,  fit-.-  to  ch(;usc  .my  .oiife.,sur  he  |.iei"ers. 
No  priest  ever  denies  a  penitent  this  privile^'e  of  conscience.      A  pers  )ii 
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iiiiKht  <-oiii«  fiHMii  thf  (ithor  fiid  of  the  city  or  county,  itnd  confc*!  IiIn 
Minn.  Hf  dot'N  not  know  Ih**  prieMt  the  prU'Kt  lUtf*  not  know  liini.  No 
nnineH  nw  uitMUiontnl  -no  tiiimon  um'  (Icmnnilfil.  Now.  whut  influfni'B 
cim  II  confcnmir  »'xi'i  t  on  Niuh  li  |M>nit('nt  ?  Kvciy  p  irUh  piicst  koep*  ti 
rccoiil  of  hiiptiKMiM  iin<l  ilcatliN,  liiit  no  priest  ever  rccoriN  tlw  nanK**  of 
IM'nitcnts  cntfi  inx  or  Ic.ivinx  the  Citholic  confPHHiiinul 

Itt.  All  tlic  cK'i'^y,  fiotn  the  I'opc  down  to  the  yonnKeiVt  priest  in 
the  land,  are  re(|uit'ed  to  K<>  to  confx.-tsion  rej^uliirly  t<>  other  pricHtu  : 
and  I  (h-fy  any  one  t<j  name  even  unt*  Citholic  priest  in  ^ood  HtandiiiK 
that  doeK  not  jfo  to  confeHHion  once  or  twice  or  thi-i-e  tinicM  every 
month.  .Moreovtc.  I  defy  I'aiNon  JoncM,  or  any  one  eUe.  to  name  even 
one  Catholic  whoever  hml  to  payj money  to  a  confeMMor  in  order  to 
have  hiH  Hins  for({iven. 

47.  Rnt  Parson  Jones  holds  np  his  li  (ids  in  Pharisaical  horror  Im>- 
canse  Catholic  women  ko  to  confession  in  oliedience  to  the  command  of 
(tod.  The  phyNician  has  to  iiciU  diseases  of  the  hody  :  the  priewt  han  to 
treat  diseaMes  of  the  soul.  Both,  to  do  any  good,  must  understand  what 
is  the  niHttei  -the  cases  ure  similar.  Vet  neither  the  physician  nor  the 
priest  need  s|M'ak  impurely  or  olisceiiely  in  the  intervie'*'.  '"NVhat,  then, 
except  a  malignant  hatred  of  tiie  Church  of  (ttMl.  can  make  any  y  ich. 
er  say  that  a  physician,  in  a  secret  off! 'e,  should  >i^>  trusfi-il.  hiil  that  a 
priest  in  a  puhlic  confessional,  surrounded  by  other  praying  |>enitents, 
should  not  he  trusted  ?  " 

IS.  The  mere  fact  ih:il  Citholic  priest.s  are  iintnartied  is  no 
argument  .against  the  confessional.  St.  Paul  was  unmarried  (I  Cor, 
vii.  S  :)  Yet  this  great  A|Histle  ahsolved  from  sin  as  an  aiiiliass,ndor  of 
CJirist  (li  Cor.  2.  l():i  St.  John,  another  unmariied  Apo-,ilc,  was  <  lio.scu 
hy  Our  Saviour  to  guard  and  protect  His  Own  Ulessed  Mother  -Mary, 
after  His  death  on  the  cross  (John  xix.  27).  This  shows  tliat  Christ 
places  unlMiunded  confidence  in  wifeless  priests. 

49.  You  can  Hce  . I  Confession  lin  any  tUtholic  Temple.  You  are 
Ht  liherty  to  examine  it  The  ("onfessional  is  always  public  for  the 
protection  of  the  priests  as  we  well  as  for  the  protection  of  the  penitent, 
riiless  a  woman  he  in  danger  of  death  hy  sickness,  no  priest  is  allowed 
to  hear  herconf.^ssion  exc»-pt  in  a  puhlic  (Confessional.  Christ  was  the 
Hist  Catholic  priest  in  the  world  as  we  have  seen  already.  Now,  in  the- 
8th  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  the  Bihle  tells  us  that  (!hrist.  tiie  first 
priest  of  the  Catholic  Chnrch,  heard  the  confession  of  a  woman  in  the 
Temple  at  Jerusalem  and  then  gave  hec  absolution  of  sins.  Yes,  and  at 
the  conclusion  f>f  her  coii^'n  ion,  ('hi  ist  addressed  words  to  her  that 
( ',iiiiv>lic  priests  have  been  addressing  to  Citl'olic  [ii'tiiteiits  for  nearly 
10  centuries,  viz  :  "  do,  and  now  siu  no  more." 

.1".  A  ^^I'Ui^in  iMit«'rs  a  phvv  ijan's  sei'ret  i-.-ibini't  hikI  Farswn  Jones 
makes  no  protest,  no  complaint  wliatever.     Liter  on  that  name  woman 
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ont.MHH  ,H,l.li..  ronf..M»i„„a ,,„„,„  ^,  nM-l.  ...Ivlr...  ..,„. ...,.,.«..,„..,., 

...Hi  f.M«iv,.„......     Hh..  I,  ...ny  !,,...„„«,.  .»,.•  Im«  .,IT..ml...|  U v  .,.•« f  • 

n«  h..r, nomine  or  ..v..„i„K  p.Hr.M,.  ,„•  nh..  i,  H..,,y  »H.,a„M.  ,1,..  hi.  I.,;.l 
-.MHctiMns    |„.  ,„,,y..rs.  or  Imtm.,-..  hI,..  ,„„y    hav..  h«.,i  n..,.»„uit«hl.. 

Lrvo/l'm'Tr'''*'",  ''''■'''',''•''■  ""''^''»""''-  "'■  »—•"•"•  «»...  |,,,s  not 
"on  of  T  '■*•*;"':";""'  "^  'r'  "•"'  "'-'""•"•••■  •>"•!"«  tl...  |H.„i...„,i,.| 
.;    T^l      T       '"''  •^•'^••••"  =  '•"•  f'"--"   ■'<••-   I'.''-  hini-Hf  in.o  „ 

ininKonrwom..,,-     JVo,,!.- Hmt  l...|i..v..  „ll  rh...    .',„sou  Jo,,,..   MU 
N>.„,  aiH.  .-vKh-nfly.  |H.o|.|,.  thnt  lik,>  to  Iw  .1,.,  .iv,-.!. 

51      Th,.Crt»hoIi.Co„f..s«lori„l  iH  ..U^ys  ,„,l,li.-.  I.,it  th „f..H«io„ 

M.lfi«,i|wHVM,„,va»...     Th..  ro,.f...Ho.'M  to„K„..  iHfj,.|  r„,..v,.,.     Of  M 

t...M,,M  ,,.,,,«,,  to  hi,.,  fo,.ut.soh,tion.o„ui,|..th.Mo„f,..Mio„,.lh..knowM 
«l.«ol,.l..|y  „o,h,„«.     „  i,  t, „„t  „,„ t..  „..,„.,  i„  ^„  ^,„.  ^^.,,,,,^,   ^^^^^, 

•  h,.,..  is  „o  <  ,uh..Ik.  |„i,.s,  i„  all  (|„.  wo,|.|  uho  Is  „ot  „.„.lv  t wlll- 

n.Kly  rath.-,,  than  .-..veal  a„y  si„«  tol.l  l,i„,  i„  ,o„f..«,io„.  I,.  o,.ih-lK.„„.| 
senvf  o,p„,i/.-,t,o„M,  H,.,.,-,.,.y  ,.s  ,.,.,i„ta„,...l,  „ot  i„  th..  i„f,.|vMl  of  thr 
n..liv,.l,,.,l.  iM.t  in  II,..  int,.r,.st  of  il...  so.i..ty.  wh,.  I,  n,.,v  h..  ..vil  In  th.. 
(  onf..sM,o„,,|   s,.,.,..H.y  i.  „,4intai„..,|.  not  in  the  i,.t.-,-...t  .,fanvso.i..tv  .>,• 

"''*'••  '""  " ^y  '"  «""'  i'»«'f..st  of  a  l,..u,t-h,ok.„  s„„„.,.       <o„f,.ssion.,l 

w-i-m-y  ,.on..,.»n.,  ov.-nt.   that  aie  pant  an.l  «on..  foivv..,-;  „„  f| „. 

tiaiy.  th..  oath-l.o„,„ls,.,|.o<-y  of  ,la,k  hint..,,,  so,-i,.ti..s.  oon.-,.|„s  f„|„,.,. 
.•v..„ts.  th..  nat..,-.-  of  which  th..  in.livi.hial  .I.h.h  „..t  know  Uh-n  a 
.•onf..s.Ho,.  p,.o,„i«,..s  not  t..  reveal  ,M,Ht  events  |„.  „„,|,.,.sta„.U  what  he 
pn.j„,h..«  :  l„,t  wl,..|,  a  so<-i..ty  ,.>an  sweats  not  to  lev.'al  any  f.,t„fe  ev. 
ont«.  facts  o,-,.on«pi,i,ie.ss„ch  ;.  „,an  .Inos  not  nn.lerstan.l  what  he 
pi-onnses  to  <lo.  an.l  therefore,  h..  has  no  ri^  -  to  mak..  M.,ch  a  p,.o„,i.e 
Tlio  «e.-,.,H.y  of  oath-bonn.l  .societies  concer,.  n,t„re  h„n,an  acts  which 
m.iy  inj,Me  the  hn,nan  rar.>  ;  on  the  contiarv.  thes..riecv  of  the  Con- 
feasioniU  concerns  hninan  acts  which  are  |mst  an.l  Rone '  forever,  an.l 
wh,ch.  on  that  account,  can  never  more  injur*,  the  hninan  iac«  The 
atho he  Confessional  is  wide  o|h>„  ;  the  secret  lodg.'  i-.h)„,  is  holt.-.l  an.l 
haried  aKainst  all  exc.-pt  a  few. 

.-12.     A  lawvei-  or  do.to,-  may.  |M.rhap».  „n.|..r  c.-rtain  .•i,-,„,nstan.-..s 
discos.,  a  prof..s«ional  s,.,Tft.      B„t  the  law  of  sil.-n.e  i„,,H,s,.d  on  the 
(  athol,c  ( 'onf.'ssor  a.hmts  of  no  |K>ss,l,le  ex.^eption.      Neith.  r  th.-   wel 
fare  of  i„n..cent  persons,  nor  the  welfare  of  th..  Chnich.  nor  the  w..|faie 
of  the  state.  ,„„•  the  welfa,..  of  the  iH-nitent.  no,  the  w..|fa,e  of  th.-  con- 
fes.sorh,,,>:«.|f  can  ever  justify  the   l„...akinK  of  the   (■..nf.,ssional   seal 
The  Hd.hty  ..f  the  Citholif  pri,.sts  t..  the  .s,.,r..t  tr„st  .onferred  upon 
th^m  hy  the  Divine  Fo„n<I.M  of  S.,.-,-an,ental  Conf.ssion    is  one  of  tie 
Kl<.r,..s  of  the  Ch,,...-!,  of  (io,l.     For   ISfiri  yea,^  and   n,..,-.-.  .-onfessions 
havi-  iHi-o  }.t„,,l  ir,  ,.v..ry  lan.l  nnder  the  hh,..  canopv  of  H.-av.-,,   an.l 
there  ,s  not  a  case  on  record  .vhere  any  CatlLili..  pri.'st.  koo<I.  had  or 
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Iritlilf<'i»>nt,  PVPi-  vi«»lrttoil  tlio  CiiHfossionul  sim!.  TheiN>  li  ivc  been  a  few 
pi'ietts,  who,  like  ("liiisl's  own  Aiirtstlc.  .In  I  ix.  fell  from  their  high  es- 
tatp.  hut  to  their  fredit  he  it  sai<l  that  not  one  of  tliein  ever  hioke  the 
seal  of  Confession.  In  the  interest  of  the  santified  penitent,  (Jod  has  al- 
ways exercised  a  special  providence  over  all  confessors  to  insure  their 
silence,  and  I  Hrnily  l)elieve  that  (iod  would  strike  a  confessor  dumb 
should    he  ever  attempt  to  hreak  the  seal  of  Confession. 

5.3.  In  the  year  1891,  a  Catholic  priest  in  Germany,  named  Father 
Biirtxs,  was  condemned  to  prison  hocause  he  refused  to  disclose  th  J 
confession  of  a  dyin^  hanker. 

64.  In  1813,  Rev.  Father  Kohnahar,  of  New  York,  was  arrested  on 
a  similar  .charge,  hut  was  afterwards  released  hy  the  order  of  Jiidgf 
Clinton.  The  priest  had  received  conscience  money  to  he  returned  to 
the  original  owners.  Ke  delivered  up  the  money  h\it  no  names  were 
revealed.  . 

55.  In  the  year  IflOfi,  Rev.  Father  Garnet,  an  English  priest,  was 
condemned  to  he  hanged  for  refusing  to  hreak  the  seal  of  confession. 
Nothing  could  make  him  speak  and  he  walked  with  firmness  to  the 
scaffold. 


36.     In  the  year  HfJtK  Father  John  .Sarcander  was    put    t( 
Bohemia  hecause  he  would  not  break  the  seal  of  CLiufessiou. 


death  in 


."i7.  On  may  Kith,  1;*!8,  Father  .Tolm  Nepomaceiie  was  led  up  to  the 
brink  of  a  deep  precipice  and  was  thus  addressed  by  Kini?  Weiiceslaus  : 
"  Come,  sii,  either  tell  me  the  sins  confessed  by  Queen  Johanna  or  re- 
fusing to  do  so  then  headlong  you  shall  go  down  over  the  rocks  of  that 
deep  preci|)ice."  '•  You  can  put  me  to  death.  Ob  King"  said  Father 
John,  ••  but  you  can  never  make  me  speak."  At  nightfall  several 
pious  Catholics  went  down  on  ropes  .-ind  ladders  and  recovered  the 
priest's  mangled  l)ody.  They  |)l;iced  it  in  a  sepulchre  and  hundreds  of 
miracles  have  been  jierformed  there  sine*-.  AVhen  the  senuUrhre  was 
o|)ened  on  May  14th,  1719,  the  confessors  tongue,  altlioujcli  dead  for 
UHO  years,  hatl  never  decayed.  That  prit^st's  tongue  is  still  intact  and  is 
preserved  with  great  resfK'ct  in  the  Cathedral  in  Prague,  Ausliia. 

58.  In  the  year  18((l)  a  terrible  murder  wax  committed  in  south 
weatern  Russia.  Ah  infamous  hypocrite,  who  happened  to  hold 
the  position  of  organist  in  the  parish  .)f  OratoAV,  near  Kieff.  re- 
solved to  murder  an  honest,  hard-working  farmiir,  in  orU'.-  to  m  trry 
his  victim's  wife.  In  the  priest's  houve,  adjoining  the  ch'.ir."h,  there 
was  a  double-barrelled  shot  gun.  sometimes  used  for  killing  rabbits  and 
sparrows.  The  organist,  by  stealth,  procured  this  gun.  waylai<l  the 
farmer  by  night  and  killed  him.  Then  the  murderer  concealed  the 
priest's  gun  in  the  vestry,  and  before  Mass  the  next  morning  he  enter- 
ed the  confessional,   and  confessed    his    cfiiiic   to    Father   Kobylowics. "'•^ 
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tiMncP  into  Hpaven.  Miit  tli.- power  ofhindiri-  .-.lul  loosing  cannot  b« 
exPiTispd  Without 

AURIC  TLAR    CONFESSION 

To  confess  your  8inH  to  Go.liilonei«;i  ^ood  religious  act;  l)ut.  if  vou 
despise  the  Catholic  Confessional,  will  you  ever  hear  the  voice  of  Christ 
in  response,  saying  t..  you  "  he  of  Kootl  heart.  Son.  thy  sins  are  forgiv- 
on  the?  :'  ••  No  !  l)ecause  Christ  has  already  Mid  to  the  priests  of  His 
Church  "  He  that  despiseth  you  despiseth  lue."    (Luke  IC  -16) 

31.  And  now  certain  conditions  must  be  fulfilled  in  order  to  make 
Hinicular  confession  efficacious.  1st.  the  sinner  must  prepare  himself 
by  prayer  and  examination  of  conscience  ;  2nd,  he  nmst  confess  all  his 
grievous  sins  without  equivocation  ;  3wl,  he  must  repair  the  Injury 
done  to  others,  in  their  person,  property  or  character  ;  4th.  he  must  be 
sorry  for  sins,  either  because  they  offend  God,  deprive  him  of  '.leaven 
or  condemn  him  to  hell  ;  5th.  he  must  ivsolve  Hrmly  with  God's  help 
to  sin  no  more  ;  6th.  he  musfc  forgive  all  his  enemies  ;  7th.  he  must  re- 
solve  to  avoid  all  the  immediate  and  proximate  occasions  of  mortal  sins. 
If  any  of  these  conditions  are  wanting,  the  Catholic  penitent  knows 
that  the  absolution  given  by  the  deceived  priest  is  null  and  void,  and  he 
(tliepeuitent)liasonlyadded  to  his  former  guilt  the  horrid  crime  of 
!>ai;rilege. 

Si.  The  soleolijfct  of  anriiMiliv  .•  Mifeissidii  is  t  I  liriu/  mm  ue-ncr 
to  God  ;  to  purify  an  I  streiigtlien  lii-i  spirjtu  il  l,;.i,i,'  :  to  lift  him  up 
and  enable  him  to  w  ilk  alone  on  the  narrow  ro^d  that  leads  to  Heav- 
en, (Matt.  8  :  14).  It  w.is  only  for  the  c.irryiiig  out  of  such  a  purpose 
that  Christ  in  His  mvrcy  instituted  the  Catholic  Coufessioiinl.  .ind  for 
that  reason  the  Citli  ilic  Clnu-,h  iv,(uiri!s  of  «very  penintent  a  hatred 
and  detestation  (»f  sin.  a  u  mtrit-  ii  1  huuilile  he  ut.  which  tfol  never 
despises,  and  She  reiiuir.-s  .ilsi>  nu  In  ipiciit  love  of  (io  1  as  the  fountain 
of  all  iustice. 

33.  The  opposition  to  the  Cj'.'.ulic  C.MifPcisional  is  founded.not  up- 
on the  Bible,  but  upon  a  proud  tiilition  which  no  Bible  lover  can 
I  race  beyimd  the  llith  century.  Sin  is  an  evide  i  •.■  of  pride  ;  confession 
is  its  antidote  and  gives  evideiic.'  of  Ininility.  "  God  resists  the  prouil 
l)ut  gives  His  grac  '  t  >  the  luimblc,"  Tin;  storm  tiiat  breaks  the  cloud- 
I  apped  pine  does  not  ev-ii  bt-nd  the  lowly  violet.  To  deny  our  guilt  is 
(  owardly  ;  to  <  oiifcss  our  guilt  is  m  luly.  One  denies  his  guilt,  another 
pleads  guilty.  Which  is  the  more  de;<riMled  •-  The  |K>wer  which  en- 
ables a  man  to  discern  and  describe  future  events  just  as  accurately  as 
if  thev  were  really  present,  is  a  divine  jwwer  that  (iod  conferred  luwn 
the  pi-ophets  Isaias,  .Jeremiah.  Ezechiel  and  Daniel.  And  still  some  peo- 
ple continue  to  affirm  that  (tml  never  conferred  divine  fwiwer  u|H>n  any 
man.     Woiuleis  uniuglit  in  favor  of  the  one  true  church   are   wrought 


TW- 


18  Tlie  CATUOLIC   »l>NKKS*IONAL    ANW  SiACRAMKXT   OK  I'KXANCE. 


hy  the  |K)WOi' of  God.  Wfindors  wroiij^ht  in  nppiisition  to  »ht>  one  true 
churtli  lire  wrought  !>>•  the  piwfi- of  thu  ilcv  il.  Tliis  is  the  key  to  iill 
luiruclcM. 

34.  i^neramental  confession  is  an  humble,  sincere  and  contrite  ac- 
otisation  of  our  sins  to  an  approved  priest,  in  oider  to  obtain  forgive- 
ness. Ood  always  uses  agents  to  execute  His  designs,  except  when  He 
wishes  to  establish  a  divine  religion  or  church.  In  estiblishin.?  a  reli- 
gion, God  always  does  the  work  Himself  in  a  visible  m  inner  :  but  when 
a  man  becomes  involved  in  legal  difHculties  he  should  g«  to  a  lawyer  : 
when  a  uian  becomes  afflicted  with  diseases  of  the  body  he  should  go 
to  a  doctor,  who  is  a  physician  of  the  b<»dy  ;  and  so,  when  a  man  be- 
comes afflicted  with  diseases  of  the  .soul,  he  should  go  to  a  (Jatholic 
priest,  who  is  a  physician  of  th«)  soul.  God  helps  His  priests  now  as 
He  did  in  the  days  of  Moses.  The  devil  sometimes  helps  his  so- 
called  divii.e  healers,  as  he  helped  Fharoah's  magicians  in  the  days  of 
old. 

:C>.  .Soon  after  His  plorious  resurivction  from  the  de.i  'hrist  insti- 
tuted the  Sacrament  of  Penance.  What  does  t^hrist  say  »  the  priests 
of  the  Catholic  Churchin  the  2l)th  chapter  of  .St.  John's  Gospel  'i  "  As  the 
Father  hath  sent  me,  so  also  I  send  >ou."'  And  when  He  said  this  He 
breathed  upon  them  and  said  :  "Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost,  whose  sins 
you  shall  forgive  they  are  forgiven  them  and  whose  sins  you  shall  retain 
they  are  retained."  Now.let  us  reason  this  way:  if  Christ,  the  God  of  Hea- 
ven and  earth,  desired  to  confer  tipon  thu  priests  of  the  ( latholic  Church 
of  Rome  the  power  of  forgiving  sins,  what  plainer,  what  clearer,  what 
better,  what  more  emphatic,  what  more  expressive  words  could  He 
have  used  than  the  words  I  have  just  quoted  from  St.  John's  Gospel, 
found  in  every  Bi  jle  in  tha  land  ?  Christ  was  then  alone  with  his 
Apostles  to  whom  he  was  wont  to  explain  anything  that  seemed  ob- 
scure in  His  discourses  to  the  multitude  ;  Christ  was  then  about  to 
withdraw  His  visible  presence  from  the  world  until  the  day  of  judg- 
ment ;  Christ  was  then  alxjut  to  fulfil  all  the  promises  made  to  His  chos- 
en ambassadors.  Can  we  suppose,  under  such  circumst;inees  as  these, 
that  Christ  spoke  in  a  manner  calculated  to  deceive  His  own  Apostles 
as  well  as  all  future  generations?  Can  we  suppose  that  Christ  would 
say  one  thing,  repeat  it,  emphasize  it,  and,  after  all,  mean  something 
«Ue  ?  Just  before  he  ascended  into  Heaven,  Christ  gathered  the  priests 
of  the  Catholic  Church  around  Him  and  said  to  them  :  "  ...  the  father 

hath  sent  Me  so  also  I  send  you  .     .  receive  ye  the   Holy  Ghost 

whose  sins  you  shall  forgive  they  are  forgiven  them."  that  is,  1  now 
give  you  the  same  power  to  forgive  sins  that  My  Eternal  Father  gave 
Me. 

38.  At  Creation's  dawn,  when  God  conferred  upon  man  a  spiritual 
nsture,  "He  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life  and  man  be- 
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Cathiihc  ..Mine  .,    lu.  .,,;.;.,,  ,|   ,,  ^.  ..      _^ 

the(ii;in<lsu(j:  "it>--h-y.  ^;,M  ii,;.-    ii,    ,      ..... 
give  they  aie  forgiven  liieai." 

37.     Now.  .li.l  the  power  to  forKive  sins  die  with  the  ap  .sties  ^  W, 
hec...^e  .n  the  2Sth  chapter  of  S.  Matthew's  Gospel,  the  Bible  t^lls,^ 

tht.  world       But  Parson  Jones  refuses  to  believe  the  words  of  Christ 
He  says  that  p-rhaps  Christ  only  .n.ant  to  allow  th.    p.sto.L   of  h  ; 

toi «.%  en.  Th.s.s  absurd.  For  why  del.ire  to  you  a  fact  which  you 
know  per  ect ly  we  1  ?  Why  declare  a  sinner  forRiven  if  the  sinner  Z 
power  to  for^.ve  himself  without  parson  or  preacher.  If  a  raUway  con 
ductor  stood  up  .,.  the  doorway  of  a  car  and  shouted  :  "  I  hereby  de- 
.  .are  tha  you  are  on  this  train."  what  would  his  declaration  amount  t. 
f  he  h.id  no  .authority  to  permit  or  to  forbid  you  to  travel  on  his 
tram  ^  Now.  .fa  passenger  on  a  tram  said  :  .'  Conductor.  I  refuse  to 
showyoumy  t.cket.  1  don't  Mieve  in  doiuK  business  with  ag^^nt, 
or  mterme,l.ar.es.  F  won't  show  my  ticket  to  anyone  except  the  Jresi 
dont  ot  tins  railway.''  The  condu-tor  would  expel  such  a  passenger 
hoM,  h.s  tram  .tn.l  the  president  of  the  road  wo\.!.l  connnend  s.Xa 

Heav';';^  b  '"1?    •  "  "'a'"""-  '"'"      ^"^^'  ''-'''y  ^"'^^'•""'^  ^'^urch  is 
whe  .e  .h  r'"  '""^  "'■"'■•^  *''""^"''  ^""»f-«i"nH  is  a  public  office 

vhere  the  worthy  penitent  receives  a  free  passport  to  He,-  ven  and  one 
that  cannot  b..  taken  from  him  unless  he  commits  a  grievous  sin. 

;«.     In  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  Christian  era.  .fesus  Christ  ap- 

.omted  the  priests  of  the  Ca'holic  Church  to.  M  ,.s  His  agents  or  am- 
bassadors m  the  work  of  forgiving  sins,  and  aii   who  despite  them   by 

IhanteroSfT  t  "^   '"   '^'   ^'''"''''  ""    His  (.'hurch  in  the  lOth 

.  nd  he  that  despiseth  me  despiseth  Him  that  sent   me."      The   apostle 

Jrf  enTiT  ';i';''-''\P''Y"\'''  ^"'■«'^*'  ''"'•  '"  '^e  1st  chapter  of  the 
Hi^t  epistle  o  St.  John.  God  promises  forgiveness,  "if  we  confess  our 
sins  but  God  has  never  promised  forgiveness  to  those  who  refuse  to 
conless  the.r  sins.  Therefore  confession  of  sins  i.  necessary.  Hence 
even  the  Anglican  (Protestant)  chu-ch  exhorts  the  sick  to  confess 
the.r  sins  to  the  minister.    Proof:    liook  of  Common  Prayer,  page  215. 

*!;  . T'"'.   ""'"'''**  "•"  ^''"''"  '"■'"  ^"  '•''**"  '-'"'l  "*"  aoourate  that  it  seems 

mciedible  that  ..ny  Bible  student  should  ever  .U.ubt   them  :     ••  Whose 

>m.  you  shull  f.ugiv..  they  are  forgiven    them."     -  Well."    .savs  Pais,,,, 

•'.".es  a    Inst.   -  I  .ulniit  that  the  Hrst  .po-tles  rec-elved  power  "to  forgive 

*iris,  but  the  aiKJstl.s  are  dead  ••     Her- is  mv  ..nswe.  :    The  fii-.t    .-.po.- 
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ties  we  «lejul.  hut  the  Ap*>stolic  ColloRe  is  nIHI  iilivo,  and  alivf  with  thn 
litVofWod.  VVht'H  ('hi-istpst.ii>lislu'nh(<('hiii'fli,  in  the  year  :«,  did 
He  intend  thai  HirnChnicli  was  toendnrt' nnly  until  th>  death  of  St. 
Jolin,  the  lust  apostle  y  In  nther  wonls  did  fluist  intend  His  Chnroh  to 
die  and  be  hniied  with  the  twelve  apostles  :■<  "  Oh  no,"  says  Parson  Jones, 
"  the  Bible  tells  nie  that  Christ's  relijjion  is  t»  lust  all  days  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world."  Well  then  here  is  our  Patholic  argument  in  form  : 
[n  the  :Brd  year  of  ihe  Christian  era.  Christ  eonferred  on  the  pastors  of 
His  Chureh  th  ■  power  irf  forgiving  sins.  Now  Christ  wishes  His 
Church  to  eontinne  lo  the  end  of  the  world  just  as  He  established  it 
without  any  ehanRe,  without  any  dini.iiinntion  of  its  power.  There- 
fore Christ  wishes  His  ('hureh  to  exercise  the  power  of  forgiving  sin.s 
to-day.  to-morrow,  the  next  d.iy  and  all  days  even  to  the  end  of  th«^ 
world.  .Vnd  .so  long  as  sin  exists  in  th»  world.  Christ's  way  of  pardon- 
ing sin  must  remain  in  full  operation.  Christ  would  never  give  the 
apostles  a  divine  candle  to  dispel  tlie  darkness  of  sin  and  then  hide  it 
imder  a  bushel  as  soon  >i.s  the  twelve  apostles  died. 

4(J.  And  now  the  priests  tjf  (lod's  Church  are  called  on  to  forgive 
all  penitents  that  are  worthy  and  to  rel. tin  all  penitents  that  are  not 
yet  worthv.  How  i-an  priests  obey  this  Divine  call  without  auiicidar 
confession  ?  How  <:\n  they  pass  judgment  without  a  knowledge  of  tlu- 
case  I-*  How  can  they  observe  ecjuity  in  enjoining  (lunishment  if  sin 
iire  not  fully  declared  ;■'  How  else  can  a  divini'ly  connnissioned  judge 
remit  or  retain  sins  aright  ?  The  powei-  to  forgive  includes  the  right  to 
know  what  is  to  be  forgiven.  It  is  neee.ss.-iry,  therefore,  that  the  con- 
^ssor  a.scertain  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  tjuality,  gravity  and  num- 
ber of  the  sins,  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  disiK)sitions  of  the  penitent 
and  au  exact  knowledge  of  his  intentions  to  giv.;  satisfaction  both  to 
to  Uod  and  to  man. 

41.  Now  this  knowledge  is  necessary  for  absolution  and  it  canuo 
be  obtained  unless  the  penitent  confesses  his  sins.  Christ  wishes  the 
end,  therefore  Christ  wishes  the  mean.s.  ('hrist  wishes  absolution, 
therefore  Christ  wishes  coniession. .  The  priest  is  not  empowered  to 
give  absolution  to  every  one  indi.scrimin.itely.  Like  an  honest  judgi 
on  the  bench  he  must- exercise  his  power  with  justice  and  discretion. 
This  the  priest  cannot d)  unless  the  penitent  unfolds  h's  conscience 
and  confesses  the  secret;  of  his  heart.     Therefore  the  power  of  binding 

•  and  loosing,  the  power  of  forgiving  and  retaining  sinners  conferred  by 
«ur  Lord  on  the  priests  of  His  Church  necessarily  implies  a  strict  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  penitent  to  confe-fs  his  .sins  in  order  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  that  God-given  p<iwer. 

42.  In  the  14th  ver.-«e  of  the  ."ith  chapter  of  St.    .lames'    Epistle,   thi 
Bible  speaks  of  HIstreme  Unction,  ,i  saurameiit  instituted  by  our   Bless-; 
ed  Saviour  f'.ir  the  spiritual  welfare  of  dying  Christians,    This  is  wha' 
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like  wi  (  Hrt".      Eveiybofly    was    excited.      The   officers    of     the    l..w 

1    -tid  to^?i,    •  """•,*-:*''""''t'»"  "'-K-nist  went  to  the  chief  of  polio.r 
and  said  to  hin,  ...  a  wli.spei- :     "Sir,  I  an,  sorry  that  I   have  a  charir- 

murder  to  make  a„Minsto..r  parish  pigest.     Lte  last  n^t  as     was 
•'  ::'h.^  ""::i'""'^"-  ^  --  '•^^ther  KoWlowies  enter  the^ve  try  in 
Kieath.m-yw.thaKun.     When  he  came  out  of  the  vestry  he  Ll  „o 
K.n.anjihese.M..ed  to  b.  very  nervous  and  uneasy,  as  VfirtlX 

^"S  i  th  T  T"  "'"•••-" ;'"'^^  ^"  ^'^  ♦^--  ^-"»  y-  !n  nJ 

w  i   knn^  f^  .  "'  ""'''  ''"'*  '^  ^""  ""''  ^'»*'  «»"  t*''^'"^'  then.  Sir.  yon 

will  know  that  my  story  is  true." 

»).  The  chief  of  police  searched  the  vestry  and  h.hmd  a  vestn.ent 
bureau  sure  cough  he  found  ,,  double-barrelled  shot  g.u.  with  one 
shell  empty.  The  priest  was  arrested  a.id  although  eutirelv  innocent 
was  oonvicted  cm  cirrru.nstantial  evidence  and  condenmed  to"  imprison- 
ment for  life.  The  Right  Rev.  Honowsky,  Bishop  of  Zvton.ir.  also  be- 
l.evmgthe  priest  guilty  suspended  and  disrobed  him.  The  he.oic 
priest  was  hurried  away  to  Siberia.  chai..ed  up  with  criminals  an.I 
.  omdem.,ed  to  sped  the  rest  of  his  life  at  hard  labor  far  down  in  th.- 
(lark  and  <l.smal  coal  mines. 

01.    Fro,.,  ,.aWy  ...o.n  till  nightfall  he  toiled  on  breaking  stones.ouar 
•ying  coal  and  l.ft.ng  heavy  b.irdens.     Kvery  prie.t  is  re.,7.ired  to  lead 
his  I^itin  breviary  ..,•  prayer  book  from  one  to  two  hours   every  dav 
and  so.  late  at  night,  while  his  l.llow  prisoners  were  asleep,  this  unfor' 
tunate  priest  was  wont  to  read  and  pray  by  the  faint  dim  light   of  a 
candle:  Niincdtmitt.s  servu...  tuum.  Domine,  secundum  ve-.bum  ti.um  in 
pace.    Qma  viderunt  ocui:  mei  salutare  tu.im.    Quod  parasti  ante  fac- 
lem  omniu-ii  populorum  :  Lu.nen  ad  revelationem  Gentium  et  Gloriam 
pleb.s  tuae  Israel.    Gloria  I'atri.  et  Filio,  et  Spiritui  sancto  :  Sicut  erat 
in  principio.   et  nunc,   et  semper,   et   in  saecila  saeculorum.    Amen. 
Now  thou  dost  disn.iss  thv  servant,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy  word  in 
peac..     Because  my  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation,  which  thou  hast  pre- 
pared  before  the   face   of  all  peoples.     A  light  to  the  revelation  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  Thy  people  Israel.      Glo-y  be  to  the  Father 
to    he  Son  and  to  the  Holy  (ihost.     As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now 
andevershallbe,v.orld  without  end.     Ai.ien. 

02.    At  mid-night  he  often  thought  of  home  and  the  awful  scandal 

It  biwnl.-.l  over  his  pa.'sh  like  the  spell  of  a  curse.     What  would  be- 

-ejof  the  childre,!  that  he  Ibaptized;--  IWhat   would   becomej  of  the 
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Innocent  Imyn  unci  gli-ls  that  he  pi'fp.mHl  for  Frul,  Coniiniinion  and  Con 
Hrniiition  Y  Whiit  would  tlio  younj?  nion  imd  wointMi  «»f  tho  pin-ish  think 
of  his  criin«*  ?  What  •'xcu«t>,  wlmt  di>fiMiri>  coulil  his  |H*<>plc  niakf  for  hiniS' 
Then  h«  thotiKht  of  hiM  brok«n  hearted  mother,  hi-ouKht  l»y  his  scandal 
to  H  pivinatnre  grave,  and  lie  saw  his  aged  father  with  tear  hedininied 
eyes  and  head  Ih)w<h1  low  with  the  8oi-ruw  and  weight  of  years;  and, 
aad  hnt  reeonoile<l,  he  falls  /isleep. 

03.  Days  pass  away,  weeks  pass  away,  years  pas<  ivway.  still  tho 
(rood  priest  toils  on,  hound  by  clanking  chains  in  his  Siliorian  prison. 

«U.  In  tho  year  18S((  the  orgtanist  and  false  accuser  was  taken  ill  and 
died.  Before  his  death  he  sent  for  the  mayor  of  the  town  and  the  dis- 
trict judge,  and  said  to  them  :  ••  tt  wiw  I  that  shot  and  killed  that  far- 
mer aj  years  ago.  I  am  the  assassin  and  it  was  \  that  placed  the  gun 
in  the  vestry  after  the  muiiU-r.  I  confessed  my  crime  to  Father  Kohy- 
lowies  ill  order  t(»  silence  iin  inqxirtant  witness.  That  priest,  where- 
pver  he  is.  had  nothing  to  dowith  the  mui-der.     He  is  innocent." 

(«."j.  This  public  avowal  created  a  great  sensation  and  brought  both 
sorrow  and  joy  to  the  parish  :  sorrow  because  the  innocent  priest  had 
iMseu  punished,  and  joy  liecause  his  innocence  would  soon  In-  established 
t«>  all  the  world.  The  (iovernment  at  .St.  Hetei-sburg  .sent  rush  mes- 
Hages  to  Siberia,  orilering  the  immediate  i-elea*e  and  return  of  the 
faithful  priest,  (irand  preparations  were  made  to  receive  hirn  in 
triumph,  but  alas,  in  a  few  hours  the  ft.llowing  telegram  came  from 
Siberia:  "Father  Kobylowies  is  dead.  He  dietl  two  months  ago  " 
This  hei-oic  priest  had  taken  with  h'lii  to  the  grave  the  heavenly  secret 
of  confession. 

flfl.  Ah  yes !  The  secret  of  the  Catholic  Confessional  is  Mod  secret, 
and  so  the  penitent  may  go  to  the  same  priest  for  years  and  yet  the 
priest  will  know  nothing  about  him.  (Confessed  sins,  like  forgottten 
dreams,  are  blottwl  out  of  the  priest's  memory  forever.  Therefore,  let 
the  sinner  go  and  confess  his  sins  without  restraint :  if  worthy,  he  shall 
receive  absolution,  and  never  afterwards,  not  even  on  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, shall  his  sins  be  revealed.  To  confess  ones  sins  to  God  alone  in 
secret  is  nothing  more  than  telling  God  something  which  God  knows 
already.  Such  an  act  is  not  an  act  of  penance  at  all,  and  Christ  says 
"  Unless  you  do  penance  you  shall  all  likewise  perish.  (St.  Luke  1.3  ;  a.) 

..  ^h^.7^^  '"■'^^'^  '"  ****  confessional  is  an  "  ambassador  of  Christ,"  as 
the  Bible  t«ll8  us.  Though  anointed  he  is  stiil  enompassed  with  in- 
firmity. Even  if  he  he  the  Pope  of  Rome  he  is  obliged  to  confess  to 
another  priest,  another  ambassador  of  Christ.  Once  more  I  defy  Par- 
son Jones  or  any  one  else  to  pi^ove  that  any  man  on  earth  has  power  to 
pardon  his  own  sins  by  merely  telling  God  something  which  God 
knows  alreadv.     Christ  gives  the  priestr?  of  Rig    Chuixh  power  to  for- 
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give-not  their  own  .Ins  -l,„t  the  sins  of  others.      Parso.l  Jont- s  cuJ^ 
torKivu  anylMHly  s  sins,  an'!  ciutiinly  not  his  own. 

fW.  Hut  another  ol.j,..ti..n  loonm  up.  Pars<.n  Jon.w  wants  to 
know,  "  How  (Nin  a  conffssor  list.-n  to  tales  of  sorrow  an.l  «in  for  years 
and  years,  ami  Ktiil  remain  pure  and  Koody"  Here  is  our  answer. 
Kverv  K<>od  Catholl.-  .-onf-vHor  is  one  of  (Jod's  sunLeams  on  earth.  Now 
the  lu<ht  of  the  sun  permeates  a  eorrupt  world,  nhines  u|Mm  the  just 
and  the  unjust  shines  ujHin  the  clean  and  the  unclean-shines  every 
day  and  is  still  always  hright.pnre  and  inini.uuilate.  And  so  it  happens 
that  every  g<M..I  (Jathc.lic  confessor,  lik.'  a  sunlmani  sent  from  heaven 
still  remains  pure  ami  roo'I  in  spite  of  a  eorrtipt  and  wicked  world. 

«».  As  to  a  CatlK.lic  confessor's  Htness,  who  is  Letter  (lualiHe.l 
than  (Jod's  prie.l  to  .-omfort.  to  cliule  an.l  to  forKJve  in  the  name  of  his 
Divine  .Master  y  In  eolU-ge  and  seminary,  after  having  waged  a  suc- 
cessful war  ag.iinst  the  temptations  of  youth,  the  priest  in  (rharge  ..f 
yonder  confessional  wa^  the  only  one  out  of  a  hundred  st  u.lents  that 
was  deemed  worthy  t(.  become  an  ambassador  of  Christ  ordained  with 
powi'r  to  hear  confessions  and  to  forgive  sins.  He  spends  from  eight 
to  twelve  years  in  preparation  for  the  priestly  offl.re.  The  science  of 
philosophy,  dogmatic  and  moral  the.logy  is  after  all  only  a  divine 
method  by  which  sinners  may  »h'  induced  to  recover  the  friendship  ftf 
<fod,  and  live  in  the  bright  sunshine  of  a  devotional  life.  But  alK)ve 
and  iK-rond  dogmatic  .and  moral  theology,  we  have  mystical  and 
ascetic  thclogy  which  every  confessor  must  know  accwding  to  the 
spiritual  want«  of  his  i)eniteiits. 

70.  The  mr»st  potent  medicine  works  no  cure  save  in  those  to 
whom  it  is  applied.  Now  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  the  greatest 
remeily  for  sin.  is  applied  to  our  souls  by  Baptism.  Uolv  Commimion 
and  the  Sacr.inient  of  I'enance.  Every  Catholic  priest  isa  specialist  in 
all  diseases  of  the  soul,  wise  with  tha  wisdom  of  centuries,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  Divine  assistance  |)romised  by  Him  who  said  to  the  priests  of 
His  (!hurch  :  "  Behold  I  am  with  you  all  days  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world."    (Matt.  28  :  »».) 

71.  Ah  yes  !  The  Catholic  priest  is  trained  from  his  y.Mith  and  all 
along  ho  is  e<lucated  with  this  purp<ise  in  view.  Moreover  he  is  care- 
fully trained  for  his  sacred  calling  by  the  cleverest  and  holiest  men  who 
spend  nearly  all  their  time  from  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  10  o'clock  at 
night  in"  praying  and  teaching.  The  candidate  for  the  priesthood  studies 
holyScripture.dogmatic  and  nioraltheology.including  the  art  and  science 
of  guiding  the  conscience.  All  cases  of  conscience  are  carefully  studied 
and  the  young  man  is  taught  how  to  decide  them.  Day  after  day,  and 
year  after  year  he  studies  on  ;  and  examination  after  examination  fol- 
lows until  his  ordination  by  the  Bi(?hop. 

72.  The  candidate  first  receives  the  rite  of  tonsuie.      Later  on  the 
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-.  ^z;;;: ;;:;:.";;:  'm:^"7  r'"  «^^": •-""-'-  ^^  "•-!; 

ions     ,,ler  o     ,t  (t ,.    t     ^''ir'' \'''" '"'"'^ '"  '"   *»•"  »^''»- 

»ui.  y...  ,.u  .lay.  ov.:;; ,:;;;,  ,;•>:„;„";;;„':  r,.,,';:- • ' ' 

t..  avoid  evfl  „„.|   do  Kood       ilfl,      i  °T'''''''°''"'''''8"»K 

he  IS  going  to  'ove  in  Heaven,  not  on  earth  H,  '  ""'"■."\r'''''  *""' 
«nd  «i«ters  go  to  Confession  r.gu"  u"y  t^  othei  ^^ie^t  '"T  '^  T'""^' 
.uppose  thatuny  Catholic  pHe^^  .o^.^^^^  tK'L  anu'cShS 
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.notlHMs  ,.„, ,,^..  ,h..i'      ,.  I  >''"-"v.-r.  all  ^.,„„|   ,v„„ • 

<i..-y  will  aiH..v.m,r^' ;;:;''  ^'  •;"''.""■'-'--  "k'-.u.i.v  ,.,... 

r..i..„i.. n...,,..!.'::...^ ,  I.  :;'n.H;::;'.;;s';'"'^-" "" *"" -••'•"-•"'» 

tiu.«„ti.(N,„f..Hsi„u',';;,\'7>^";''' ''.'••  "'"*■ """"'"''"'  "'•" "" 


-nt  ...  .s,H.ak  a  „..,.,,  ,.«„i„,,  l',.      "''"'"•  '  '">!^'-'-".'l.     will   -v....  ...,„. 

"(1.     Ami  wlmt  (Iocs  Chiisl  sav  »,i  !>..» i      ■•  .    . 

M«i.s  uu-k  (l',.(n)  I  will  l,iiil,I,„v.,.|.,  .   ,     "  "     '"'•'■  ""••'<i   "Hi  ,„...„ 

(^l^lu.li..(■|„„.H,  i,Mi,.2ori,,.|KM.t,,.ofs    ,  7'.       "":  '""'^'^  "^  i»'- 

you  shall  ,.,.  ain.  nJ:^     .l!    1  ""     '"•«'^""  ^'"•'"  =    -'"I    "  hos,.  si„s 


you  shall  iftaiii.  ihov  aiv  iclain..".!  •    »il.... 

••••"•"•.   sl.all    IH.  lK,„r„l   in         ■?  •  „'    "'"•7'^"''  V"-.  shall   l.i„.i   ,„,.,„ 

-•<.  shall  i„.io,. iJin  ?;;;:::;;,:'"''"■''''''"•'-'•'■>•''■-'-" '..OS...... 

H-ail^ionZ^ZT;::::;':.:;;::'';  •';;:  ^' ••■'""-  •"•  "-"^  ""• 

i.-tifs  wou.1.1  if  thi.  i.-.!i..  .    .    r         ;  '""■'  l'''>--i<ia..  h.al   a   pal- 

vofuH..  to  ..„.„  y.,., ...„.,;;  '        ;;;-■:  ;;;:;;7->».  t.,  ....ai..  if ,..,.. 

forgive  an.l  what  sh.s  to  r.-Ui,.  i    v.       .    f  .  "''"'  "'"^   '" 

(•-.nf-io..  .    "---t.«a.th;kinK;,^r,  :,;;»"'''   ^^  ""•"'"   '" 
with  their  .,wn  a..thoiitv  :-     Have  tfu-v  .T.    .  .       '";"  '""i^"''''''"- 

and  ple,.ip.HeMti.nes  t..;siK..       .:  ti,^u      '.r '"" '"  r 

that  powtn*  ever   )p(.fi  Min. .»;,»,. ,.,1  ..  .    ...  "^^''^^'-^^^  •iinancos.-'     ||;is 

.loos  1.....0..  jo„e;;:f.::t:  ■'  rr'i-rKt't 'ir'''"^ '  '''>■  ^""" 

.•i^'ht  which  he  con..H.es  to  all  earthly  ki..!;^"^  ""■''""•   '^  '"""""" 


tain  si..s  uy  ,.,ae...,  iLi;;!  ^,  ^  ^  u;:^.;";!::':^ '  'r'^""  ^'•'- 

praying  for  the  si„.,er.     Now   .f(;,Kl    ,„m  ■       •  "  "'"'''''  '""' 

.■n.v   of  a  Jewish  rabhi,  a  shJep  '  Z"  ""•:  ! ''V"*'"'  '""  ••"^'- 

Testa...e..t.  f..,iv. ....  .„. j:  i:.:^::::;:;^::^;;^;:^-^^^  ""-'■ 

u;;a  powe.  I  „i.  pri::;^^  .Ze';; '  ^l  fl^^^^^ 

thiist  promises  that  power  t..  th,.   , .;..  .       V  Moi.'ovei', 

Home  an.l   to  them  .IX     '^^t.      c^d.olL       "  *'''"'""  ''""■^"  '" 
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..II.  «n.l.  in  th,.|««t  two  v..rM..sof  St.  M.itth.-w-H  (J .|.  th..  HI W..  show. 

HI.     In  (his  pHssaK..  of  ||„|y  «,.,i|.ln,-,.  f h..  woni  •  ,ill  •  ,„ri,rs  thiv.. 
n-  K..m«.os.ow.l.,.,th..(l.„,...h  of   Ch.is,    ,..,.s,    ..  Ca  h  ,  '      , 

""•"'«'    .l';y'<;"C..tholi,.  in   ,.la, all  ,.a,io„s ;  •    a,..l  Cath..,' 

.-.•.......,.  I, hi„KH«harso..v..,.   I   hav ...,..a„.h.,|  y...,-    n       'u" 

.";    "V*"'".'"."'  ''"•"""• '"  •"""•  "  '^ '"«  -"-'•<t...l  f.;..,.  ,h..  .lawn     f 

I    .st.aM.  y  :  .,  .s  Catholi.- i,.  ,,|a..,.  .,....a..s..  i,  is  fo,.n.I  v..,/,.",.! 

..   .1 .  •  11...  hh...  .anopy  of  •|..av..n  a,..l  i.  is  Cafholi..  i„  AnrUnu-  l-lnZ 

'.I     •lMMl.,..,n,...sof,h..<h.n.<.hofU in   ,H.,.f....,    ha. J  wi    , 

.l..-n.v..al...lwo,.lof  (J..,.    Th..Ch,..vhof  K..n.c.  an.l   tl...   Holy'  S. 

L.k..tw.,  rays  of  h^ht   p.o. <i„«    f,,„„   M„.  ^a.....   so.,, ,hey   will 

n..v.'r  ...lips..  ,.a.h  olh.'i-s  spl..nilom.  ^ 

SI.    \,  w.  wh..n  .h...s  a  p,i,.st  r, iv,.  ,«,«•«•  '„  fo.KJv..  sins  y  jl..  ..^ 

.nv..s  ,1  «l'.;n.  I.y  M...  i...,K,sition  of  .•o„s..,.,.at...l  han.ls.  h..  is  onlaine.l  a 

.  !  H    '■  ",;'"'"■  "':"""•  ^^""  "  """•  "'  "•"  ''"™"-  ••'  »"••  tm.|v!^ 
HIH  sth's      I.  to,c.xa...pl...  .......iv..,!  that  ,h.w..,-  i„  th.-  nan...  of  (J.hI.  the 

hathe,..  .Son  an.l  Holy  (ihosl.  .,„  tho  HI.  .h.y  of  .Vp,.i|.  i,.  „,..  ,,.,,  'isw, 

I  now  ,....•.., v..  ,uns,li..|io.,  f,.,,,.  ih..  HiKht  Kov.  Hisl.op  .M  -Kvay   of   |.„„1 

.loo.  ()ntano      Kv..ry  Ca.holi..  p,i..sf  i„  g,„„,  stan.ling  h-.c-s  his  Divin.. 

co,.,„.,ss...n  f,..„n  h„..sc.|f  ,o  th,-  Hishop  of  his  I)i.„.es..  ;  f.,,,,.  ,|.,  Bishop 

ot    1...  I),o,.i.s..  ,,,  ih..  ,..,KninK  I'..p..  of  Jton....  who  is  th.-  I,iwf..l  s.,cfj. 

..rtoP..t..r.  theH,"*t  Pope  of  Uon.c.  to  who,,,   Christ   sai.5    in   .Sf    Mat- 

thewstiosp,.!..  Thou  art  P.-tt-r  an.l  „pon   this  ...ck   I   wHI   h.,il,|' „., 

fhniv  1.  :  I  w,ll  K.vo  to  th....  tl...  Ki„K.lo„.  ..f  Hoav..,,  ;  Ik^I.oW  I  a,.,  with 

yon  all  .lays  iv..,i  to  th..  «>„.l  of  the  wo.hl."    (.Matt.   .\Vf  :  XX  VIII) 

n  r*  ^I'l'T^'  ''"^"'  f'^^'Kl't.  w.ml,  (h....l  or  o..,ission  cont.ary  t.. 
th..  law  of  {.o,l.  .Mortal  s,n  robs  the  so.il  of  all  its  beauty  a„.l  sanctify- 
ii.K  Krate,  blackens  an.l  .leHles  the  s..„l.  close.s  the  |MNirlv  Kates  of  Hea 
v..n  .ui.l  „,..,,ts  th..  eveilastinK  torments  of  Hell.  In  the  Hth  and  »th" 
ve,ses  ot  the  1st  episti,.  of  .St.  John,  the  Bible  savs  :  '•  If  we  say  we  have 
no  s,n  w..  .leceiv..  omselves  an.l  the  trnth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confess  our 
Mns.  He  (t,.Hl)  is  faithful  and  just  to  forKive  us  ..,„•  sins  and  t..  cleanse 
us  fro,,,  all  ..„i,p,ity."  Th.'iefore  Go.l  pron.ises  fo.Kiven.-ss  to  all  true 
penitents  who  confess  the,r  sins,  but  U.mI  nowhere  pi.unises  forRiveness 
to  those:w  ho  refuse  to  confess  their  sins.  To  who,,,,  then,  n,ust  w.^ 
confess  oi,.'  sins  ?  To  (Jod  :•-  Ah  no  ;  for  {io,l  knows  then,  already  To 
who.u  then  :-  Surely  to  the  p,i,.sts  of  the  Catholi,-,  Ch.irch.  t.)  wh..,„ 
Lhrisi  says  ••  behoM  1  an,  with  you  all  days  ;  whose  sins  you  shall  for- 


TIIK  .ATIIOLM     .  ...M.KMHION  W,   AM.    HA.  HA.>H.:.V1     ..K    I'KWAX.  K.  M 

'!rZ!^nZ  't7'"""  T':\"     "" "'""••" "^  -  ^'"'  •  "^i^ 

««.     Wi.h  (},«!  it  is  th..  Hill  „lo„..   thai    Mins.      T|,..r..(.,...   s.-nt.-, 

:;;:•'  ''•••;'■"; ""•••' --^"- v.... , „ K„i,ty an.i .... .. i , , ,•"";.. 

h       «' :    ;?'^'7""""'*';'-'  •'o"„.a.lor..  ,h..  MIOHS...1  T.  i,.i,y  hv  n.aki,.; 

;:;:L:"""  •"""•- '""^vou  an.  »*""^>-'" -  ^ •  -.-•-•  m.. 

r.  >^H,„na!.      W  hat  .s  th.>  m.-aMiiiK  of  th,»t  liliM..  ,n,f,-,i,H.,l  .al.i.H.f  whi-  . 

.■.«,o.,.  ,„.v„«  „,  „„.„,?;„  ,i;:r,,r:;;';;i:r ""•"  '• ■  ■""- 

»i,w;  N,T;:r:, '•"■7 <--"";ii.- -.... ,  ,.«h,  ,„ .,.„,,  ,„„•  „,„,,.„,„. h,. 

Sr  1:  tK:r  "^"'^' '''''''''  ^'^ ""' - '-'  '-'■"-  '<•  "" 

iiiPn  wiM,'  tK  ''^"'^>-     ^".  she   allows   us   to  ronroal  thorn  from  all 

d" .7s  .„ v'u  thfr T  ?'  """•  ""  -"•"--'-  of  Christ,  to  wh  m  s  ; 

lie  iX  ont  t  to:nh7h-^7 '"  ""•"■  r*""^^'"  '^•^"'""  ^•"  ^"-"• 

Hn.l  he  is  JK.nn    hv?»7  1         /'  '''■'■^'''^*'*''^-'  l»'at  pnvilo^P  from  «o<l. 

Hndea„„otl^iIe^'  air       Tr^' .^^^-h  has  never  .H.en  broken. 

inoken  :  a  .l.v.ne  ple<lge  which  inakes  th-  knowIe,]j<e  of  a 


mmsisiE 


-li 


! 


•^      TMK  .  ATIIOI.H    mXKKMH.ux.u.  AXU  -At  HAMKXT  „K  PKNAXCK. 

an  hi  "1',:' not  r  f  """'r: ""  "•""  "'"^•"  '^'"-  •-"'-•'  »►'-  ''•••''- 

av    .,.",.    ;;„'''  .-".-.Luinn,  «.„Kl  ,.„uns..|  a„.l  ,ulvl...  :  w.un.  I.i.n  to 
ap piom  hlHR  :  w.uns  Inn,   ih,it   nothing   is    ni..t..  r..,taiii   tlwin  .I.-..II. 

;;:;  z:::::;';"""'''"""  ^'""'  '"•• ' ^  •••-•" = w,..r';;i.n";; ,.  ";^  i 

«p.onnH.dfo,K,v,.n.-HNto..v..r.vr.-,M.nf,,nt   sinm-r   hut   that    Ho  Huh 

o;;;;^:;'';;;:;:' """  •':''•  '"•  -•-—=  wa,.,.  hm.  M.Ht  ("a !;;;.; 

tiial    an.l  of  prol.alion  :    w.m  s  hin,  that  onr  only  tnu-    home  is  ho- 
yon.l  the  Hta.«-with  (J.mI  and  Mis  anRols  in  lloaven. 

In  th.>  ronfoHs.onal.  foi-v.-ntly  locitos  tliis  p,.«y.'i-  : 

"  AN  ACT  OK  CDNTUITION  " 

•'()hniy(io,l.  |a.niu.aitlyso,Tvfo,l,av.n-oir..n.h.t  Thoo.   an.l    f   .lo- 

.f/  ,?■?•''"'' '•'''' '^"••^"''^''"  "V.Tlastin^f   tornn.nt,   of   h.-ll. 

hut  ..sponally  h..,.aus,.  they  displease  Thee.  „,y  (Jo.l  wlio  art  so  .lese.v- 
i"Kofalln,y  oye.  fu.-  Thy  inHnite  Koodness  and  n.ost  an.iahle  .ht- 
frotu,ns.  an.i  I  H.ndy  pn.,v,se  l.y  Thy   Holy  (i.a...  never  ,„ore  to  otTend 

»-».  And  whilst  the  penitent  in  the  confessional  is  offer! ns,'to(io«l  this 
prayer  of  sorrow,  the  priest  offers  the  following  ,„,,y,.,  ;„  f,,ti„  ^ 
May  the  AInuKhty  (Jod  Ik-  n.ereiful  to  yon,  and.  fornivinK  von  vonr 
sms.l,nnKHyoutolifeevrrhustinx.  An.en.  ••  May  the  Aln.lKhtv  and 
Alercifnl  I^i.d  ^rant  you  panlon.  ahsolution  and  remission  of  your 
8  ns.  And  then  liftiuR  up  his  ri«ht  hand,  the  priest  makes  the  siL'n  of 
the  rross  over  the  penitent  saying  :  "  Mav  tlu-  Lord  Jesus  (Christ 
ahsolveyon.andf.  hy  his  authority,  ahsolve  you  from  every  Inrnd  of 
excoinmuniction  and  interdict  in  so  fur  as  I  am  able  and  you  r«H,uire 
It  ;  therefore  I  absolve  you  from  your  sins  in  the  name  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.   Amen."    "  Go  now  and  sin   no 

more        Then   that  |H'nifent  leaves  the  confessional  and  another  takes 
his  place. 

ly,-'"  fiO.     Ah  ves,  dear  reader,  Auricular  Confession  is  a  Di\  me  Institu- 
tion.     Hence  we  are  not  surprised  to  lo.vrn  from  the  New  Testament 
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nil 
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rill 
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'I 'I 

I'  \V,.  r  i;if  .,. 
■•ill-.,"      .Villi 


.Omi..,   ,.    H,i,l..,.vi..,....,mi.H.M.n...,ili.Au,.f^ 

.h..  .,.,.s,|.....v..,.  .fn.,  H...  ..V.  .....,,,•  r.,.i,,  i,H.  H  .  I..,,  ,  Si  .,';v^.^^ 

J..n,..   ,  I..,    U11..VV   an,l    •• -n-nv  I  li.  .r    V.-i-,.!  iM  •  .„r..,.i,.,.  ,  „,  J,.?,  .^ 
r..i  'ii..r..i.(iv..|i...<s,.t  ,i„s,.,.iiiiiiiii..,l.ift,.,.  ii,,,ii„„. 
J>l.     Tli..nnis,i;,„,.,  Wu.k.  ..II    K.^l,.!,    IV,„...:„it    ,1,,,.,  s.v,  •    . 

. '  "■"",  '^  •'"  'I """  ""<  ""•  .•  .:.c.-H.i...,  ,1.  a^ .„.  ,„,  ,,.„..,•  „; ,, 

;;:';:;::';;"■'  -;"•""  --^  -•-"'..-.  •• ..■..,.,  ,...,i..ri,.'J. 

'      '  "^  "'••  '-"<I'M  ..t  .-..,.„.  ,„...„li„r  M,|.  t..  1,1..  ,..   «..    i„,„    :,    ,,,,„.l 

am    th..r...thr,..,tfl,;,  H,n„||  h..,. ,    ,|.,or.  whi ,•    i,i,..    ,|, ,„•    , ,,, 

faithfijl  ,.n,.M    tlM.sl..iy..ftli,.Hin.,.M.I.„k    wli,,f    h-  sli  ,||    .|„      T 

-.UIV    the,.,.  ,.tl...f....|,„;.i„|.,.„..st,,nllsMi.  •■((„    .,..1    1..II    .I..,,,,.-      M,„ 

.•v.i.  hrr,.    ,M.r,,h.xity  a, .nil.t  .w,.,.,,  ..v.r  t  h.-  , „   , ,,.,.,,i.,„: 

iHis,.  :  \\  h„t  iiiiist  I  .1,.  V  >vh  u  ,.,.,,,„atl..i,  M.,„t  I  „...k,-  y  Th.  t..,i,„|. 
".  a-s.Mls  „„■  im-Mi.iihlv  ,it  |j„„.s  :  what  shall  I.  w  h  it  ran  I  .|<.  >  Th..  ,'ir. 
..iH/.-l  .ly  ..ft,.,,  rnuu-s  11,1  »•,..„„  ,h,.  „..„.,,1...|  ,.„„  ,,,,,   ,,.,.k,    ,..|i,.,    ,„„ 


I"  vai„.     \\..fl,u.tl„„w,.„t  th..s„l,j,.,.,  |„,.th... Mi,l..,-.„i„„   .,,    ,h.,v,. 

hav,„K,„t,.,-,.,f  i„,h,.,i,a,t,K     Of  .•...„■...  ,i,Mnv,„avs.iv.    •  n„   „„,|    ,..|| 

"'<■    ""Mist,.,..-      M„t   ..n,.„    „.,.    „.i„i.„.,   is  th..v..,.v  last  ..„..»..   wl 

.."■■  u.u.M  ,„,.fi.l,.  th,.,lisr,..>si„j,st..,.,-t.     S,.   fa,-  a^th,-  |{ ,„  ,.„„,•,,«. 

H,..„.,l  ,S  ,-,„„-..„-„..,l,    it    is  i„M.,„„.„I.|,.  f|,„„   tl„.  ,1.,>{,„;,     ,,f   ,„.i..stlv     al.S... 

I..r,..„  «,th  whi.h  it  is  ,-..„,.,.,-t,.,l.  Hut  it  w.-nl.l  ..,„l..ul,t.-,llvl...a 
Ki-.-ats.„.,,-,.„f,.,„„f.„.,  ,,t  ti„„.s  if  s.„,„.  .si„.|„„-.h.,i...|  .,,1,.  ...H.l.l  H„.l 
x.ii..-  j.Hh.-,.,i,s  f,.i,.n,|  wh.i  ,-...,1,1  .s,.,.v,.  hi,,,  i„  this  .-liti.al  ti.,.,.  ,.f  s„i,.. 
'   II  il  <l<.|„,.ssi,i„  ai,(l  cinfli.'t." 

!•-'.  Th,.  Catholii-  Ti„.,.s,  .,f  L,„„l,,„,  r.-|.,.,ts  that  th.-  I)iss,.„t,.,.,  .,|| 
■  •v.-i-  Kn«la,i,l  a,-,-  iiiti.Klu.i,,^  ,-.,„f,.ssi„„als.  whi.l,  ih,-v  .-all  ••i,i.|u|,v 
r....i„s  ,„-  ••  .-.HnimitMH-nts  :  •  ami  th.-  H,.i,-I,st„t,.  .,f  H.-,  Ii„  has  puMi.  |v 
eon„...„t  t.ir  tl...  i-.-ii.t.-.,  lucti,.,,  „f  ,-„nf,.ssi,.i,  ai.i  ,,,4  Lutl,,-,-,,,,,  This 
st.-ilinKlVol.-stant  |m|M',- says  "What  .HI,-  Chu,.-!,  has  ,,,.,.,1  ,f  as  its 
<laily  l.,-,.a,l,  is  th.-  ivst..iati..,i  of  .•..i,f,..ssi,,n.  Wh..,.v,-r  was  h.-hinil  hi„i 
a  l<.nK|.ast..ial,-ar.-,.,k„,.NVsth.vt  <.n.-(hi„-,-l,  is  full  ..f  |m.,,,,|,.  w|,.,  ,l,-- 
sir,-.  y,.a.  si^h  t..  mak.-  th.>ii-  .•,.nf,.,ssi..i,s  'rh.-,-,-  a,,-  th..usai..|s  ,,f 
IKM.pl..  uh.„„  tl,i.  past  pmsiies  lik.-  a  .la.k  phant.,,,,  :  th.-v  w.,„|,l  lik,-  t.. 
».lot..i,t  Nvtth  lh,-iit.-a!s    an.l    thci,-  hl,>,„l    th,-   stam    whi.h    s.illi.-s    tlv,- 

' ^  "•■  *•"'•'•  ''^■'•'*-     '•'"  '"-al  th.-ii-  sutf,-,i„^r  s.H.ls  th.-v  ,.-,,.,!,•.-  th,-  .livin.- 

|i.ti.lo„  impai-t.'.l  p.-is<,nally  t,.  th,-  si,,,,,.,-  thr..iii;h  hmii.in  lips.' 

UJ.     On  f h.-  .n.ss  Christ  ,-ai„,-.i  th.-  j.nc,-  „f  .„„•  i-,..l..„,,,ti..„  :  n,   ih.- 


:n 
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?   .  ,,n,-,.,sap„l,...l  in  p.yiuK  „.r  th.- ,1....,  ..f..,„  i,„,„o,ta. 

O.N.     Mur  .t  ..ssa„l  '•.■.....Vssinn  is  a  .....at   l.,.nl..„,  a   sUvnu..,,.   a.^t    of 
IH-naiue.       In  an.w.T.  I.t  nu-  ....all   iLv  w.,nls  uf  (  l,,i.st.     ••  Vn\,s.  vo. 
.op..„a„.vyo„  shall  all  „,.,.i.h.-    (•.,nf..ssl..M  , nay  .......  , I„.n,..-    a 

ns  .    ...t  w...,  .,  „..r.  ,s  always    .......r...,.  ......snlat io...  ,j,.y  :    .o.HVssio,. 

■■>  I'M  n.ay  s.......  d.ft,,  „l,.  l„„   j,  ,„„„  ,„,,,„„.,  ,,  |,,,„„.  „,.  ,,,^.,.       ^^^  ^^^^ 

......l.'ss.Ml  s...  .s  a,.  ..v....  p,.,.M..,t  f,....  i,  ,„,k,.s  a  n.an  ..owa.-.Hv,  s„spi,.io.,s 

'"..n  .s  h.s  ,nv.,  sl.a.p..sl   .l,.,....,iv...  l.,s  „„  .,   st..,..„.st    i..fn, ........      X^a.-ly 

.■v,..y  ......  has  s„.„..,hi,.^.  .,„  his  ...„.s,.i....,.,..  ..xt.ava«a..<v.  ,i..|„,  ,als.:. 

..•sf,ho,.,ht  that  ...•.■,.,.„.  hi,.,.     n..,.....s,.,.l,.iv..  it    awav^.,.,-   I,      , ,  - 

I.MVs  h.„.  l.k..  a  s..a.i.,w.     II..  „.,..s  ,..  ,„...,k  „...  ,.hai,.s  .„•  si.,  I.v  |,  s  .  ^  . 
|;<— •■•-.-.  lu;  only  .vin.ls  „,.....  .........  ..|„s..,y  .,.,„.„,  ,,i,...      ,t   i;    ,.;" 

'l."s..   that    (•h,..st,  i..    his    ,„..,...y.    i„sti„„..,,   ,h,.cath.,li..    (•..„r..ssi  ., 
w,th    ,«......  t..    h.,.,    a...l    l,„.s..   with    p........  „.  ,.,^i,..  ,„,  ,.  ;    Z 

N..".    th..    p,.„l..     „    ,h..   I„„„,„    ,„,„,.    tl„.   sa,.„.    i„    all    a«..s     w.„.hi 
lav.'    ,>....,np,.;..    ,h..    ,i..s,   (•h,..s„a.,s  t..    ..,.....|   aKainst  th-  In-.-.l   .^^ 

.'  <  .f  hav..,K  ,,  ..,.,„Vss  all  ,.f  th.-ir  ,.,..st  s,...,.,.,  si„s  tf 
tl..'y  .-.,1  not  H,..,.ly  Mi..v..  that  th-  Cath.-li..  (•onfe.si..nal  i.s  ..,'  I  vi,. 
o..,K...   a...     ...... .ssa,_>-  ....  „...  pa........  .,f  si„s.     The  P.......   Mis..,.,  s     ^ 

....  that   th.s  sa..,.a,..,.nt   was  ...st.tut.M.  I.y  ...,.•  Divi,,..  Savi......   th.-n 

no    on..  ,.,  ,.s  wo.,1.1  ...u..,.  th..  ..o..f...ssi.,.,a.   .-ith..,.  t..  .-on.Vs.s  o,.,-  si  ,s     . 

to  toiK.v.'  til.,  si. IS  ..f  ..th.Ms.  ' 

ill.      H..t  f,.  ,,.f,.s..  t..  ......n.ss  o„..-s  si,.s  now  is  o.,lv    ,o  p„t    „,r  ;,  .,„„, 

.ay  f..,.  a.,  ,.v,.  ..n..      Th-,-..  is  an..,...-,.  ....„l-..ssi..n  whii-h   w  ..l.lli,.,.  '.; 

not  av,..,.  an.I  tha,  .....,f,.s..i<.n  shall ....  ,„a,l..  .„.f,.n.a.l  n.anLin.l.    On  ,h  • 

Day  of  .l,...,M....n,  (  h.ist  shall  app-a.-  i,.  th.. .........s  ..f  H....v..n  w.t ..  1 . . 

pow..t.  a.,,1  n.a.,..sty  a.,.l  all  His  a„....s  wit.,  HI,...      Th.-n   sha..   f  . ..'  w 

stnct  ..x-a....,.at,.,..  f.,..  a.l  th..  n„.,„.„.,s  ..f  ,h..  h,.,„a,.  ,,,,,..     This  -x  „  . 

."at.....    how..ve,..  ,.a,.n..,  last  L.ng  in  th..  si«l.,  of  ,;...,.  ,vl,o  has  s,.,.„      | 

s.ns  a...l  ran  ....»«  a.,  to  .i^rht  in  th..  twi.,klinK  »f  a.,  .v..      I  ik.  am.. 

nnn.....,(;...  V  infinite  j..sti....  will  ....t,....t  an,,  '..ake  L„.nVn  ,        I.,  n   .t 

seerets.ns    hat  w..,e   ev.-,.  c.n.n.it t.-.l.     Howev,.,..  ,|,e,e   is  o.,..   ex"  ■  , 

...n     S,„.s  that  a,.e  f.„.,.iven  in  the  (■a,h.,lie  C.nfessional  are  ..  ..,..,.,.  t 

amSt  ^;^'"- •''■"••  "'"''■'•*-   it   '.„t  .asier  to  confess  your  sins  n..w  to 

1  on    hel'v   'fT",  ""'""'""•   '"*""   """'-u<.s.than    t..   eonfe.ss 

II.  1.1  on  the  Day  ..f  .l.,<.j;n.ent  t..  all  mankind  ?      Y..ni.  eonfessi.>n   nnu- 

■s  an  act  .^f  V......  out.  fu..  .i|,.  „„,  ,;.,.,  „„,  „„,„,,,  ^,     ^^O^Z 

.•o..t.a,y.  (..,..  ^^,!U,vey....  no, ewanl    fo,-  ,he   involuntary  cnfesso, 

w,unK  f...,n.  y,..,  .,„  ,h..  Day  ,  f  J.u.Kn.en,.      When   y....  c.  ,.,V  s     ".w 


J'r.^:  <v,.„..,..,   ...vKKssn^vNu^.K.vMKvr  ok  pknanck.       :« 
you  Uonv    :.■■  i„.,,i  ,.,„  „  ,     „  „...i,Js     "  h\r    t       .    T  ~~ 

.l-'PH.tiV.  .    ■        '    "  /'-"'7'v"-      •'".    iH.t     "i...   n,al..,Ii,.,...-- 

^>.';:.......Hi,.;;.:i::^;-i::-;:';--;::;^.,;-'^^ 

Iff.      <...  tin,,,  ,,„|,.  to  pol...  .„.  ,-,,||„„.  ,,„.   ,„„.^  ,.    . 

"  «;....^  o,  ,i,.,.  ,..,..,„n.l  ,1„.  «,ol....  .,„,  u  l„.„.v..,    V,    .'  i  ;,      •  .r     T''^    ^^" 
yoM  willH,„|,|„.Catl,„l,..    p,.„„|..hon.    f  ■  "    >'•"  •  ""•'- 

;-"."^'"-  ^ '  -•i-.s  .n..^,;:::;' ':;;;.;;;:;;; ;::  ;::;;:;rv";r"^'""- 

t.yn,  whirl,  tl.-vliv...     Tl„.s„-r.||,.,    ,•„,      ■"'•'""•  "'^'-'f    ll„.  ,-o„n- 

'•""••'••■'-' ''-v.a,...  p.:,;;'';    :  ;;:;:\;:;;  ;;;;''-'i^--. ■ 

l'''"".„-,.o,sl,„„i,  ,.|,„^.,.tl„.,..       Ua.lCul,        .      «  ""     ^"■'•■'""•'"    •" 

'•'-nlVs-sio,:.  wn„l,l  ....  in-  w..,s.  ir  ,1        ■'"'"'"  ^-  "'"'  «"   '"'t   -I'l-M,    t., 

"s:.";;;;;:!' "-,:-  "::!,;r,;;;'""*- ■■--•" ^' -  '•■  -" 

;; '- ". ■  - -'.^^J;:':»t,':;;;:::;;;:r  „;;,.:':;::;:'•:;•'-  :'r 

'■;-■  "■•","  ^"  -  ■■ » "' -'-..';■  .;;,r,:,': ;!,;,;.' ;;;;:  t;::,  ""•,-;;;:'■;;';;■ 

oil.' CM,, less,,,,,,,      is  the   ..„lv  li.l.l,...    .,.,         i  >■>    oo,|.  .  ,.       n„.(..,tl,- 

-.n,i  a.iuit  ,.„.  .....„„  to';..!:':!:  '• ""  "•"^"  ^""■'"  '^•" •  "'■'■"  <"•• 

!t7.      Wl,;,t  (I.>.>s  Chiist  siv   in    ><i      m    i>i 

at      How  ,,,„Tow    ,s  th,.  K,„,.a„.l  s,,,.!^!,.  ,i,..  w.v  .I,,„  I.  ..1.  ,      ,      ;     " 
anil  few   thi-i.' arc    that    fi,ul   it"      T.mU-    .,       ,•   .i  "  •""  "i  I"  lit.-. 

...n.     i„  il,.,t  l,|,,,,,|  ,,,|„„,.,  „  ,,,„„„„„|  „, „,^,,,„^„  ,1^^^^,^   |,^^^^^^   ^^» 
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•  TOSS  of  Chiist  upon  >tMi  vitiK  w.nl,  ;,ii,|  |,ar.|fii,.a  li.Mit.s.     In  tli.-it  I.I.'^<. 

.il<Ml.in.-t  th.-sinn.-r mIVsv-s  t.)  t  li.' ;mil.,iss;.,|,,i()f   Chiist     tlic  pt.ysi- 

rui  iK.f  ll„.  Mini  Mil  lii-<>|,i,itni,l  nml.nli..s.  lii>  ti;,ilii,..s.  liis  ,nnipl,-.ints. 
Ins  (louliis,  his  tciiis  ;inil  scinpl.s  of  conscifnc.'.  Vnily.  in  that  I'i.'ss.-d 
ral.in.'t.  .•v.-iy  tine  pcnil.Mit  lii.ils  .oinfoit.  HnconiaKfincnt.  mlvic...  p,-.i- 

•Ion.   rouns..|,  I..I li,.s.  aml.vciythinK.'Is..  that   is  n.vcss.irv  to  ..n.ihl.. 

hini  to  foisak.-  tlu-  ways  of  p..|(lition.  and,  like  th.-  pio.liKal' son.  to  n- 
fnin  to    His  Kath.-rs  home.     Ah.   y.'s  !  aionn.l  that   l)l..ss.-.l    cal.incf    or 

' f'-'-^'"  ".'Nx'^.l-  thr    tiu:iun>,u    ai.^.ls    of    all    th.-   .I,.v,,nl     p.-nitfi.ts 

kn.M.hnf,Mh.T.'.  With  iM-atifi,-  connlfnanc's  as  radiant,  as  th.-  nioin 
and  with  wings  all  ti.-nmlons  wit  h  gold,  lik.-  c.-dais  in  th.-  hm-/.,-  at  the 
sft  of  sun.th.  y  sh,.,l  a  .■.-!,  si iai  l.iinhtn.ss  -mi  th.-  t.-ai-s  of  alllli.-  waiting 
p.-nitcnts.  giving  tli.-in  th.-  h.-aiity  of  th.-  lainhow,  and  i.-mindinl' 
thciii  of  <iod"»  proinis.-  of  a  h.-t  l.-i- dav  in  a  lictt.-i-  world. 

IWt.     It  is  not  at  all  iiiicoinin  111  to  heir  a  n:.n-('atholi.-  sav  that    if    it 
Hcrf  not  for   th.-   trihnnal   of    p.-naur.-   th.-y    would    l..-,onii-   ( 'atlioli.-s. 
They   say    th<-y   aiv  afraid  to  coiif.-ss  to  the  pri.-st.     TUrv    protest    that 
tli.-y   do    not    think  it   rigi.l  to  t.'ll  their  sins  to  a  ni.-i,- man.  aiul  s,    on 
Altera  m.n-('atholi(- has  he.-.nie   a    Calholi,-    and    has   approa.hed    the 
ti-il)iinal  of  peiiaiK.-.  his  whol.-  notion  of  confession  ihanges.      11.-    won- 
ders wliy  h.-  ev.-r  dr.-ad.-d  the  pro.-.-dnr.-.     Sii,-h  a  loa-l  is  lift.-il  from  his 
heart  ;  such  a  |.ea<-e  ent.-rs  into  his  s,.ul  :  siiel,  .-ont.-ntm.-nt    envelop.-, 
hini.     Hehas  t.>I.Uio.r>eaitlilv  r.-pr.-M  utativ.- all  aliont    his  inii.-imost 
fe.-lings,  al)ont    his  temp'    tio;,s  t.)  vvlli.-:.  his  piior  We  ik  nature  had   siie- 
••nnih.-d  and  those  which  had  l.e.-ii  r.-sist.-.l.  of  the.lonhts  and  the  fears, 
luine  of  which  h.-  would  hav.-  even  hint.-d  to  ev.-ry-.lay  friends       H.-  has 
list.-n.-.l  to  th.-  kindly  advice  of  th.-  priest  who  ha.s  h<-ard  the  stori.-sof  so 
many  penitents.lias  conns.-lh-d  so  many.   He  has  knelt  in  th.-  dimlv  light- 
ed church  and  look.-d  up  towar.l  tlu-  high  alter  in  front  of  whi.-li  ix.riied 
the  red  tire,  signifying  th.it  th.-  Lord  of  Heav.-n  ami    earth   was    in    the 
tah.M-nacl.- and  thought  that  on  the  morrow  the  .l.-ar  Lord  would  come 
t..him  in  th.-sa.-ranient  of  the    iltai    and    w.uild    he   a    h.dp  to   him    in 
every  time  ..f  trouhl.-.     After  one  of  these  experi.-nc.-s  the  n..n-(',itholic 
that  was  wonders  how  he  could  hav.-  heen  so  hiind  as  to  steel  his   h.'ait 
to  the  truth  h.-caiise  of  a  foolish  fe.-ling  of  pride    in  (-onni-ction  with  one 
of  th.- most  h.-lpful.  satisfying   institutions   ..f   (iod's   Church,    fhiiri-h 
Home  ('.)mpanion.     Well  has  it  heen   said   by    Dr.  Newman-a  convert 
from  Prot.-.stantism  :  ••  If  th.-re  is  a  heavenly  idea  in  th.-  Catholi.-  .-hurch 
"urely,  after  the  Bl.-ssed  Sacrament,  confession  is  su.-h  :  th.- v.-ry  a.-t  of 
kn.-eling,  the  low  an.l  .-ontrite  voic.-.  the  sign  of  the  cross  hanging  .is  it 
were  over  the  ht-.ul  how.-.I  low.  and  the  words  of  peace  and  blessing  :   Oh  ! 
what  a  soothing  charm  is  there,  whi.-h  the  w.irl.l    can    n.-ith.-r  jrive  noi- 
take  away.    Oh  !  what  a  piercing,  heart -subduing  traiuiuility.provoking 
tears  of  joy,  is  poured  out  almost  substantially  and  phvsi.-allv  upon  the 
>H>ul  -the  oil  of  gladne-s.  as  the  Scripture  calls  it  -when  the  p.-niu-nt  at 
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J'nKth  ,.,....,  Ins  (i.Ml, .,.,., .n.il.Ml  to  hi.M,  his  si„s   ,.„l|...l   ,„vav  f..r   -v.., 
Ins  ,s  .■n„,,,ss,o„.  as  thos..  wh„  l,..,u-  witn-.ss  k...,ul,v  .■x,u..i;.„....  ■   V  •  ' 

'-..p.n..ss  of  tin.  ("at,,..,i.  p.,,t,...t  who  has  .j,.sr  j,a.  a  k-....!  -.m;;!;.;;; 
.an,i:;;.  nl;:  k:.:::'k';':::;^;:::'""'^  -^ .................... ,. ,,.„.... 

Th,.  .-hains  that  hav  1m„.,m1  .n.  an-  «„„«  t..  th.-  win.l. 

My  the  m.Mcy  of  (Jod  the  poor  slav..  is  set  fv 

An.lth..  strong  Invath  of  H.-aven  breathes  tVesh  o-;..-  the  .nin.l. 

Mke  the  hn-ht  winds  ..f  summer    hat  K.ad.len  the  sea. 
Theie  was  na.ight  in  ^Jod's  world  half  so  dark  or  s.,  vile 
As  the  s,i,  and  the  lion.!  .ge  that  fetter.-d  mv  soul  •   ' 
ll'-'-  was  n:tn,ht  half  so  h.s,.  as  the  maliee  and   Kuile 

Ot  my  own  sordid  passions,  or  Satan's  ,•  ,„trol. 
For  y.-ar-s  1  have  I.(.rne  about  ii.-lj  in  my  hreast- 

When  1  tho,:,:;ht  of  n.y  (fod  it  was  nothing  but  ^laon^   - 
na.V  brought  me  no  pleasure,  night  gave  n.e  L  rest  : 

I  here  was  still  .he  grim  sha.low  of  horrible  gloom. 
It  seemed  as  if  nothing  less  likelv  eould    be 

Than  that  light  should  break  in  on  a  .lungeon  so  deep  • 
I"  <-r'     •■   a  new  woild.  when-,  less  hard  than  to  free 

ve  from  his  bondage,  the  soul  from  its  sleep. 
Hilt  -  .d  h.is  gone  forth  and  said  let  there  be  light 

A. Hi  >t  flashed  through  n,y  soul  like  a  sharp  passing  ..nart  • 
One  look  to  n.y  Saviour,  and  all  the  dark  night. 

I-ike  a  .Iream.  scarce  remembered,  w.-,s  gone  from  my  heart. 
F  cried  out  for  mercy,  and  fell  on  my  knees 

And  c.n.fessed.  v^hile  my  heart  with  ke,.n  sorrow  was  wrung  • 
I  was  the  labor  of  n.inutes,  and  years,  of  disease  ' 

I- ell  as  fast  from  my  soul  as  the  words  from  my  tongue. 
An.l  now,  blessed  be  tJod  and  the  sweet  Lo.d  who  di-d 

No  deer  on  the  mountain,  no  bird  in  the  sky 
X<.  l.right  wave  that  leaps  on  the  ,lark  bounding  tide 
Is  a  creature  .so  free  or  so  happy  as  I. 

All  hail,  then  all  hail  to  the  dear  precious  blood 

Th.ii:  hath  worked  these  sweet  wonders  of  mercy  in  me  • 

May  each  day  countless  nun>bers  throng  down  to  its  Hood 
And  God  have  his  glory,  and  sinners  go  free. 

St.  Cor.iMiiA.v.  Ontahio, 

June  1st,  lOUtt, 
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